
 AGENDA 
October 22, 2026 

5:00 p.m. 

Welcome to the meeting of your Fayette County Board of Commissioners. Your participation in County government is appreciated. All 
regularly scheduled Board meetings are open to the public and are held on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month at 5:00 p.m. 

OFFICIAL SESSION: 
Call to Order  
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance by Vice Chairman Edward Gibbons 
Acceptance of Agenda 

PROCLAMATION/RECOGNITION: 
1. Proclamation encouraging citizens to participate in "Operation Green Light for Veterans" from November 4, 2026 to

November 11, 2026 to express our collective appreciation for the public service of all veterans. (pages 4-5)

PUBLIC HEARING: 
2. Consideration of amendment to Chapter 110. Zoning Ordinance, Regarding Article V. – Conditional Uses,

Nonconformances, and Transportation Corridor Overlay Zone. - Sec. 110-169(2); Add Private School for Adults with
Developmental Disabilities as a conditional use in A-R, R-85, R-80, R-78, R-75, R-72, R-55, R-50, R-45, R-40, R-20,
DR-15, O-I, C-C, G-B, and C-H zoning districts. (pages 6-17)

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Speakers will be given a five (5) minute maximum time limit to speak before the Board of Commissioners about various topics, issues, and concerns. Speakers must 
direct comments to the Board. Responses are reserved at the discretion of the Board.  

CONSENT AGENDA: 
3. Approval of the third amendment and renewal of a contract between Fayette County and the Judicial Correction Services

(JCS), LLC for probation supervision and rehabilitation services for Superior Court beginning January 1, 2027, and
terminating December 31, 2027. (pages 18-31)

4. Approval of the third amendment and renewal of a contract between Fayette County and the Judicial Correction Services
(JCS), LLC for probation supervision and rehabilitation services for Magistrate Court beginning January 1, 2027, and
terminating December 31, 2027. (pages 32-45)

5. Approval to award Contract #2228-S, final renewal (titled Fifth Amendment) to Judicial Correction Services (JCS), LLC
for State Court for the calendar year beginning January 1, 2027, and ending December 31, 2027. (pages 46-66)
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In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, accommodations are available for those who are hearing impaired.  The Board of 
Commissioners Agenda and supporting material for each item is available on-line through the County’s website at www.fayettecountyga.gov. This 
meeting will be telecast on Comcast Cable Channel 23 and on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/@FayetteCountyBOC. 

6. Approval of a Fire & Emergency Service Agreement with Fayette County Board of Education for fire apparatus to use the 
School System's diesel and gasoline fueling center on Goza Road. (pages 67-71)

7. Approval of the MountBrook Subdivision Crosswalk Improvement Pilot Project and to allocate $30,000 from 17TAJ to a 
new project account to fund the project. (pages 72-79)

8. Approval of the October 1, 2026, Special Called Millage Rate Hearing (10:00 a.m.) Minutes. (pages 80-83)

9. Approval of the October 1, 2026, Special Called Millage Rate Hearing (6:00 p.m.) Minutes. (pages 84-85)

10. Approval of the October 8, 2026, Board of Commissioners Meeting Minutes. (pages 86-91)

OLD BUSINESS: 

NEW BUSINESS: 

11. Request to approve an Intergovernmental Agreement between the City of Fayetteville, Fayette County School District, 
and Fayette County for the funding of shared auditing services related to Personal Property Tax including the 
proposed amended language. (pages 92-109)

12. Request to approve Resolution 2026-18 to Establish Procedures for the Administration of Design-Build Contracts for 
Local Transportation Projects Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 32-4-74. (pages 110-114)

13. Request to award Bid 27015-A: Fire Station #7 Remodel to Benning Construction in the amount of $69,081.86, and to 
transfer $9,081.86 from Capital Project 273AD - Fire Station 6 Remodel to Capital Project 273AE - Fire Station 7 
Remodel to complete the project. (pages 115-117)

14. Consideration of the approval of Resolution 2026-19 requesting the Georgia General Assembly, during its upcoming 
session, consider and enact local legislation amending the Board of Elections appointments to establish staggered 
terms. (pages 118-123)

15. Consideration of the approval of Resolution 2026-20 requesting the Georgia General Assembly, during its upcoming 
session, consider and enact local legislation amending the Magistrate Court to establish staggered terms. (pages 
124-131)

16. Consideration of the approval of Resolution 2026-21 requesting the Georgia General Assembly, during its upcoming 
session, consider and enact local legislation amending the Fayette County Board of Commissioners compensation 
calculations. (pages 132-138)

17. Consideration of the approval of Resolution 2026-22 requesting the Georgia General Assembly, during its upcoming 
session, consider and enact local legislation regarding regulation of Private Water System. (pages 139-142)

18. Consideration of the approval of Resolution 2026-23 requesting the Georgia General Assembly, during its upcoming 
session, consider and enact local legislation regarding Local Homestead Option Sales Tax (LHOST) Reform. (pages 
143-149)

19. Request to present the following Resolutions in a Legislative Package to the Georgia General Assembly for 
consideration at its upcoming session: (A) Resolution 2026-19; Board of Elections Staggered Terms, (B) Resolution 
2026-20; Magistrate Court Staggered Terms, (C) Resolution 2026-21; Board of Commissioners Compensation, and

http://www.fayettecountyga.gov/
https://www.youtube.com/@FayetteCountyBOC


Agenda 
October 22, 2026 
Page Number 3 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, accommodations are available for those who are hearing impaired.  The Board of 
Commissioners Agenda and supporting material for each item is available on-line through the County’s website at www.fayettecountyga.gov. This 
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(D) Resolution 2026-22; Regulation of Private Water System, and (E) Resolution 2026-23; Local Homestead Option
Sales Tax (LHOST) Reform. (page 150)

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORTS: 

ATTORNEY’S REPORTS: 

COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS: 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

ADJOURNMENT: 

http://www.fayettecountyga.gov/
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COUNTY AGENDA REQUEST 

Department: Presenter(s):

Background/History/Details:

Wording for the Agenda:

What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?

If this item requires funding, please describe:

Has this request been considered within the past two years? If so, when?

Is Audio-Visual Equipment Required for this Request?*

Administrator's Approval

Backup Provided with Request?

Approved by Finance

Approved by Purchasing

Reviewed  by Legal

County Clerk's Approval

Staff Notes:

Meeting Date:

* All audio-visual material must be submitted to the County Clerk's Office no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting.  It is also
your department's responsibility to ensure all third-party audio-visual material is submitted at least 48 hours in advance.

Type of Request:

Commissioners Board of Commissioners

Proclamation encouraging citizens to participate in "Operation Green Light for Veterans" from November 4, 2026 to November 11, 2026 
to express our collective appreciation for the public service of all veterans.

This coming Veterans Day, the National Association of Counties (NACo) and the National Association of County Veteran Service Officers 
(NACVSO) have invited county leaders to join in Operation Green Light for Veterans by lighting county buildings green until November 
11, 2026. 

As part of Operation Green Light for Veterans, Fayette County is illuminating our buildings green beginning on November 4 and we 
encourage individuals and businesses to join! 

Operation Green Light draws attention to the challenges veterans face, particularly as they leave active service and return to civilian life. 

Approximately 200,000 service members transition from military to civilian life each year. Join #OperationGreenLight for Veterans to help 
shine a light to support and welcome our veterans home.

Proclamation encouraging citizens to participate in "Operation Green Light for Veterans" from November 4, 2026 to November 11, 2026 
to express our collective appreciation for the public service of all veterans.

Not applicable.

No

No Yes

Not Applicable

Not Applicable Yes

Thursday, October 22, 2026 Proclamation/Recognition #1
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FAYETTE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Proclamation 
Operation Green Light for Veterans 

 
 

Whereas, the residents of Fayette County have great respect, admiration, and the utmost gratitude for all of the men 

and women who have selflessly served our country and this community in the Armed Forces; and  
 

Whereas, the contributions and sacrifices of the men and women who served in the Armed Forces have been vital in 

maintaining the freedoms and way of life enjoyed by our citizens; and  
 

Whereas,  Fayette County seeks to honor these individuals who have paid the high price for freedom by placing 

themselves in harm’s way for the good of all; and  

 

Whereas,  Veterans continue to serve our community in the American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, religious 

groups, civil service, and by functioning as County Veteran Service Officers in 29 states to help fellow 

former service members access more than $52 billion in federal health, disability and compensation benefits 

each year; and 

 

Whereas, approximately 200,000 service members transition to civilian communities annually; and 

 

Whereas, active military service members transitioning from military service are at a high risk for suicide during their 

first year after military service; and 

 

Whereas, the National Association of Counties encourages all counties, parishes and boroughs to recognize Operation 

Green Light for Veterans. Fayette County appreciates the sacrifices of our United States Military Personnel 

and believes specific recognition should be granted. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved, with designation of a “Green Light for Veterans County”, Fayette County hereby 

declares from November 4, 2026, through November 11, 2026, a time to salute and honor the service and sacrifice of our 

men and women in uniform transitioning from active service; and  

therefore, be it further resolved, that in observation of Operation Green Light, Fayette County 

encourages its citizens in patriotic tradition to recognize the importance of honoring all those who made immeasurable 

sacrifices to preserve freedom by displaying a green light in a window of their place of business and/or home from November 

4-11, 2026. 

 

So proclaimed this 22nd day of October 2026  

  

 

 

 

 

        _________________________________________ 

        Lee Hearn, Chairman 

        Fayette County Board of Commissioners 
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COUNTY AGENDA REQUEST 

Department: Presenter(s):

Background/History/Details:

Wording for the Agenda:

What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?

If this item requires funding, please describe:

Has this request been considered within the past two years? If so, when?

Is Audio-Visual Equipment Required for this Request?*

Administrator's Approval

Backup Provided with Request?

Approved by Finance

Approved by Purchasing

Reviewed  by Legal

County Clerk's Approval

Staff Notes:

Meeting Date:

* All audio-visual material must be submitted to the County Clerk's Office no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting.  It is also
your department's responsibility to ensure all third-party audio-visual material is submitted at least 48 hours in advance.

Type of Request:

Planning and Zoning Debbie Bell, Director

Consideration of amendment to Chapter 110. Zoning Ordinance, Regarding Article V. – Conditional Uses, Nonconformances, and 
Transportation Corridor Overlay Zone. - Sec. 110-169(2); Add Private School for Adults with Developmental Disabilities as a conditional 
use in A-R, R-85, R-80, R-78, R-75, R-72, R-55, R-50, R-45, R-40, R-20, DR-15, O-I, C-C, G-B, and C-H zoning districts.

This amendment adds a use that does not currently exist in our Zoning Ordinance. The current ordinance provides for the following: 
110-169(2)kk. – Private School. A private school is defined as serving pre-primary, kindergarten, elementary, middle and high school
aged students, including schools serving school-age children w/special needs. 110-169(2)oo. – College and/or university. A college or
university typically serves adults and recent high school graduates. The current ordinance does not provide a use for a private school for
adults with development disabilities.

It is staff’s assessment that this use has activities and requirements more like a private school than a college/university.  Staff 
recommends APPROVAL of the amendment.   

On October 1, 2026, the Planning Commission voted 5-0 to recommend DENIAL of an amendment to Chapter 110. Zoning Ordinance, 
Article V. Conditional Uses. - Sec. 110-169(2) – Add Private School for Adults with Developmental Disabilities as a conditional use.

Consideration of amendment to Chapter 110. Zoning Ordinance, Regarding Article V. – Conditional Uses, Nonconformances, and 
Transportation Corridor Overlay Zone. - 110-169(2)– Add Private School for Adults with Developmental Disabilities as a conditional use in 
A-R, R-85, R-80, R-78, R-75, R-72, R-55, R-50, R-45, R-40, R-20, DR-15, O-I, C-C, G-B, and C-H zoning districts.

Not applicable.

No

No Yes

Not Applicable

Not Applicable

No

Yes

Thursday, October 22, 2026 Public Hearing #2

Page 6 of 150



1 
 

 
Planning and Zoning 

140 Stonewall Avenue West, Ste 202 
Fayetteville, Georgia 30214 

Phone: 770-305-5421 
www.fayettecountyga.gov 

 

 
 

 
PETITION No: TA-0014-26 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING: October 1, 2026 
 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS PUBLIC HEARING: October 22, 2026 
          
 
REQUESTED ACTION: CONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 110. ZONING 
ORDINANCE, REGARDING ARTICLE V. – CONDITIONAL USES, NONCONFORMANCES, AND 
TRANSPORTATION CORRIDOR OVERLAY ZONE. – SEC. 110-169(2)– Add Private School for 
Adults with Developmental Disabilities as a conditional use in A-R, R-85, R-80, R-78, R-75, R-
72, R-55, R-50, R-45, R-40, R-20, DR-15, O-I, C-C, G-B, and C-H zoning districts. 
 
Please refer to the subsequent pages for details of the proposed amended language. 
 
STAFF ANALYSIS: This proposed amendment adds a use that does not currently exist in our 
Zoning Ordinance as a Conditional Use. The current ordinance provides for the following: 
 
110-169(2)kk. – Private School. A private school is defined as serving pre-primary, kindergarten, 
elementary, middle and high school aged students, including schools serving school-age children 
with special needs. A private school for school age children typically includes facilities such as 
classrooms, administration, cafeterias, playground and athletic facilities, gymnasium. 
 
110-169(2)oo. – College and/or university. A college or university typically serves adults and 
recent high school graduates and includes facilities such as classrooms, administration, cafeterias, 
athletic facilities, gymnasium, and housing - dormitories and sorority/fraternity housing. 
 
The current ordinance does not provide a use for a private school for adults with 
development disabilities. It is staff’s assessment that this use has activities and requirements 
more like a private school than a college/university.  

• There is a reduced parking requirement because most of the students are not likely 
to drive themselves to school. 

• There are no dormitories or sorority/fraternity houses. 
• Athletic activities are likely to be smaller-scale events. 

 
The section for kk. Private schools was used as the template for this recommendation, with 
changes redlined simply so it is easy to identify those changes. This redline version is 
attached. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends APPROVAL of the amendment. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: On October 1, 2026, the Planning 
Commission voted 5-0 to recommend DENIAL of an amendment to Chapter 110. Zoning 
Ordinance, Article V. Conditional Uses, Nonconformances, and Transportation Corridor 
Overlay Zone. - Sec. 110-169(2) – Add Private School for Adults with Developmental 
Disabilities as a conditional use. 
 
Planning Commission members expressed concern about reducing existing buffer 
requirements for classrooms and administrative buildings. Members emphasized the 
importance of consistent zoning regulations and expressed concern about modifying 
requirements to accommodate a particular use or property, and that the fact that private 
schools are already permitted as conditional uses in several zoning districts.  They suggested 
that the county’s broader private-school regulations may warrant future review. 
 
Vice–Chairman Boris Thomas made a motion to recommend DENIAL of amendments to 
Chapter 110. Zoning Ordinance, Regarding Article V. – Conditional Uses, Nonconformances, 
and Transportation Corridor Overlay Zone. - Sec. 110-169(2) – Add Private School for Adults 
with Developmental Disabilities as a conditional use in A-R, R-85, R-80, R-78, R-75, R-72, R-55, 
R-50, R-45, R-40, R-20, DR-15, O-I, C-C, G-B, and C-H zoning districts. Virgil Hooper seconded 
the motion. The motion passed 5-0. 
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Meeting Minutes 10/1/2026 
 

Page 1 
DRAFT 

 
 
 
 

 
THE FAYETTE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION met on October 1st, 2026, at 7:00 
P.M. in the Fayette County Administrative Complex, 140 Stonewall Avenue West, Fayetteville, 
Georgia.   
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Danny England, Chairman   
                                         Boris Thomas, Vice-Chairman  
                                         John Kruzan 
    Jim Oliver 
    Virgil Hooper 
                                                            
STAFF PRESENT:          Debbie Bell, Planning and Zoning Director  
                                     Deborah Sims, Zoning Administrator   
    Maria Binns, Zoning Secretary  

E. Allison Ivey Cox, County Attorney 
________________________________________________________________________ 
  

1. Call to Order. Chairman Danny England called the October 1, 2026, meeting to order 
at 7:01 pm. 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance. Chairman Danny England offered the invocation and led the 
audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

3. Approval of Agenda. Jim Oliver made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Vice-
Chairman Boris Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried 5-0. Deborah Sims, Zoning 
Administrator, was absent. 
 

4. Consideration of the Minutes of the meeting held on September 3rd, 2026. John Kruzan 
made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting held on September 3, 2026.  Jim 
Oliver seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
 

5. Plats.  
 

a. Dixon Circle Preliminary Plat.  
 
Ms. Debbie Bell advised that the preliminary plat had been reviewed by the 
applicable county departments, including Planning and Zoning, the Fire Marshal, 
Environmental Management, Engineering, and Environmental Health, for 
compliance with applicable preliminary plat requirements. 
 
       Mr. James McCue, property owner at 254 Dixon Circle, wanted to comment 
in opposition of the approval for the preliminary plat of Dixon Circle and raised 
concerns regarding a potential right-of-way dedication and the possible effect of 
the proposed cul-de-sac on his property. 
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       Chairman Danny England clarified that consideration of a preliminary plat is 
not a public hearing and that public comment is not provided as part of the 
preliminary plat approval process. 
 
        Ms. Bell explained that any private property or right-of-way issues would 
need to be resolved between the affected property owners and the applicant. Staff 
further explained that the development could not proceed to construction or final 
plat approval without the required property rights being obtained. 

 
         The Board discussed the applicable zoning requirements and the review 
conducted by county staff. 
 
Jim Oliver made a motion to approve the Dixon Circle Preliminary Plat as 
presented. John Kruzan seconded the motion. The motion carried 5-0. 
 

 
PUBLIC HEARING  
 
 

6. Consideration of amendments to Chapter 110. Zoning Ordinance, Regarding Article V. – 
Conditional Uses, Nonconformances, and Transportation Corridor Overlay Zone. - Sec. 
110-169(2) – Add Private School for Adults with Developmental Disabilities as a 
conditional use in A-R, R-85, R-80, R-78, R-75, R-72, R-55, R-50, R-45, R-40, R-20, DR-15, 
O-I, C-C, G-B, and C-H zoning districts.  
 
Ms. Bell Staff presented a proposed amendment to establish private schools for adults with 
developmental disabilities as a conditional use in specified zoning districts. The proposed 
amendment would apply to various agricultural, residential, office, commercial, and other 
zoning districts identified in the proposed ordinance amendment. Staff explained that the 
proposed amendment was developed using the county’s existing private-school provisions as 
a template and that the intent was to establish a specific zoning classification for schools 
serving adults with developmental disabilities because the existing ordinance distinguishes 
between private schools serving children and adult educational institutions such as colleges, 
universities, and technical schools. The proposed amendment could modify certain buffer 
requirements applicable to educational and administrative buildings; maintain the existing 
buffer requirements for outdoor play areas and outdoor athletic facilities; remove provisions 
allowing residential housing or accommodations associated with the school, and parking 
requirements could potentially be addressed through the county’s development regulations 
because many students attending such facilities may not drive themselves. 
 
       Chairman explained the public hearing procedures and invited persons wishing to speak 
in favor of the proposed amendment to address the Commission, followed by persons wishing 
to speak in opposition. 
 
       No public comments were addressed for this amendment. Chairman Danny England 
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brought the item back to the board for discussion. 
 
      Board members discussed the proposed amendment, including the compatibility with 
residential areas, and expressed concern about permitting schools within residential zoning 
districts and the potential effect on surrounding property owners. Also, they talked about 
potential increases in traffic, parking, lighting, noise, and general activity associated with 
educational facilities and, if permitted on a residentially zoned property, could potentially 
develop larger facilities, including gymnasiums or athletic areas, over time.  
 
       Board Members expressed concern about reducing existing buffer requirements for 
classrooms and administrative buildings. Members emphasized the importance of consistent 
zoning regulations and expressed concern about modifying requirements to accommodate a 
particular use or property, and that the fact that private schools are already permitted as 
conditional uses in several zoning districts, they suggested that the county’s broader private-
school regulations may warrant future review. 
 
       Ms. Bell explained that the amendment was intended to address a specific educational use 
that does not fit neatly within the existing classifications because the students are adults but 
may have different functional and transportation needs than students attending traditional 
adult educational institutions.  
 
      Allison Cox, County Attorney, advised that the proposed use represented a distinct 
category of educational facility and that the proposed standards had been reviewed. 
 
      Board members determined that the proposed amendment, as drafted, should not be 
recommended for approval. 
 
 Vice–Chairman Boris Thomas made the motion to recommend DENIAL of 
amendments to Chapter 110. Zoning Ordinance, Regarding Article V. – Conditional 
Uses, Nonconformances, and Transportation Corridor Overlay Zone. - Sec. 110-169(2) 
– Add Private School for Adults with Developmental Disabilities as a conditional use in 
A-R, R-85, R-80, R-78, R-75, R-72, R-55, R-50, R-45, R-40, R-20, DR-15, O-I, C-C, G-B, and 
C-H zoning districts. Virgil Hooper seconded the motion. The motion passed 5-0.  

 
OLD BUSINESS 

 
7.  Dixon Circle Preliminary Plat — Follow-Up Discussion 

 
Following consideration of the public hearing item, the Commission returned to the previously 
approved Dixon Circle preliminary plat. 
 
     Commission members discussed information presented during the meeting by an adjacent property 
owner concerning a potential property transaction involving property necessary for the proposed 
Dixon Circle extension and cul-de-sac. 
 
     Ms. Bell explained that the preliminary plat had been submitted based on the understanding that 
the necessary property transaction had been completed, and based on the information presented at the 
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meeting, staff indicated that additional verification was appropriate. Staff explained that the 
preliminary plat does not authorize construction; the applicant must obtain the necessary property 
rights before the development can proceed, construction plans must be submitted and reviewed, 
followed by a final plat required before the subdivision can proceed to final approval, and the 
property ownership and right-of-way issues must be resolved before the project can proceed. Staff 
agreed to contact the applicant’s engineer and obtain additional information regarding the status of 
the property transaction.  
 
   Board members discussed whether additional action was necessary concerning the preliminary plat 
at that time.  
   
   Ms. Bell advised that the issue would be addressed before the project could proceed to final plat 
approval 
 

     No additional formal action was taken. 
 
     No further business was addressed; a motion was made to adjourn. 
 

                     
                    ****************** 

 
 John Kruzan moved to adjourn the October 1st, 2026, Planning Commission meeting. Jim 
Oliver seconded. The motion passed 5-0.  
 
 
            The meeting adjourned at 7:46 pm. 
 

 
 
 

                        PLANNING COMMISSION 
                               OF 
ATTEST:                                                                       FAYETTE COUNTY 
 
 
 

 
 ______________________________________ 

                                                                      DANNY ENGLAND, CHAIRMAN 
__________________________ _______ 
MARIA BINNS, PC SECRETARY  
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NOTE: 

 

The following proposal for an added conditional use for ‘Private school for adults 
with developmental disabilities’ is based on the current requirements for Sec. 110-
169(2)kk. Private school.  

 

The changes made to the ‘Private school’ [for school-age children] template are 
shown here as redlines so they can be easily compared to the current use for 
‘private school’ [for school-age children]. 
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Kkxxx. Private school for adult students with developmental disabilities, including, but not limited 
to: classrooms, administration, playground, housing, athletic facility, gymnasium, and/or 
stadium. Allowed in A-R, R-85, R-80, R-78, R-75, R-72, R-70, R-55, R-50, R-45, R-40, R-20, DR-15, 
O-I, C-C, G-B, and C-H zoning districts. 

1. Minimum lot size: five acres. 

2. Such use shall only be permitted on a lot which fronts on a major thoroughfare as 
designated by the county thoroughfare plan. All access is limited to the major thoroughfare 
only unless such use is within a nonresidential development which has access to a major 
thoroughfare. 

3. If the side or rear yard abuts a residential or A-R zoning district, a minimum 5025-foot 
buffer shall be provided adjacent to the lot line for all educational and administrative 
buildings. The side yard setback shall be 50 feet. The rear yard setback shall be 75 feet. The 
setback shall be measured from the buffer. Said requirements shall apply to all 
structureseducational and administrative buildings. ,A minimum 50-foot buffer shall be 
provided for  outdoorall outdoor playground areas, and/or athletic facilities. The side yard 
setback for outdoor playground areas and/or athletic facilities shall be 50 feet, and the rear 
yard setback shall be 75 feet. The setback shall be measured from the buffer. Said 
requirements shall apply to all outdoor playground areas, and/or athletic facilities. A buffer 
shall not be required along the common boundary where the side or rear yard abuts 
property developed for the following Conditional uses in a residential or A-R zoning district 
as regulated in section 110-169: Cemetery, human or pet, child care facility, church and/or 
other place of worship, college and/or university, hospital, private school, or recreation 
centers owned by nonprofit organizations as so registered with the Georgia Secretary of 
State Office. 

4. Lighting for outdoor athletic facilities shall not be permitted after 10:00 p.m. 

5. Student drop-off and vehicular turn-around facilities shall be provided on the site. 

6. All buildings, other than storage buildings, shall maintain a decorative facing on those 
portions of the building which face public streets and any property zoned residential or 
agricultural-residential. The decorative facing shall consist of brick, stone, stucco, wood, or 
similar building materials compatible with the area. 

7. Accessory structures such as a storage building, detached garage, pavilion, and/or pool 
shall comply with the buffer and/or setback requirements for administrative buildings and 
shall be located to the side/rear of the main building. 
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8. The construction of one open air pavilion utilized for picnics/social gatherings only is 
allowed under the following conditions: 

(i) The pavilion shall be constructed following the construction of the main school building; 

(ii) The floor area cannot exceed 40 percent of the square footage of the main school 
building; and 

(iii) The pavilion may not be lighted or used after 10:00 p.m. If the open airopen-air pavilion 
is built in conjunction with an attached storage building, the overall square footage shall not 
exceed 40 percent of the main school building square footage. 

(iv) A minimum 50-foot buffer shall be provided for the open-air pavilion. The side yard 
setback for open air pavilions shall be 50 feet, and the rear yard setback shall be 75 feet. The 
setback shall be measured from the buffer.  
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COUNTY AGENDA REQUEST 

Department: Presenter(s):

Background/History/Details:

Wording for the Agenda:

What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?

If this item requires funding, please describe:

Has this request been considered within the past two years? If so, when?

Is Audio-Visual Equipment Required for this Request?*

Administrator's Approval

Backup Provided with Request?

Approved by Finance

Approved by Purchasing

Reviewed  by Legal

County Clerk's Approval

Staff Notes:

Meeting Date:

* All audio-visual material must be submitted to the County Clerk's Office no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting.  It is also
your department's responsibility to ensure all third-party audio-visual material is submitted at least 48 hours in advance.

Type of Request:

Superior Court Judge Jason Thompson

Approval of the third amendment and renewal of a contract between Fayette County and the Judicial Correction Services (JCS), LLC for 
probation supervision and rehabilitation services for Superior Court beginning January 1, 2027, and terminating December 31, 2027.

Judicial Correction Services (JCS), the probation company for Superior Court, provides probation supervision and rehabilitation services.  

The proposed amendments extend the periods of service of the Agreements, beginning January 1, 2027, and terminating December 31, 
2027, with an option to renew for five (5) additional one-year terms.  Supervision fees will remain at their current levels for 2027. 

Approval of the third amendment and renewal of a contract between Fayette County and the Judicial Correction Services (JCS), LLC for 
probation supervision and rehabilitation services for Superior Court beginning January 1, 2027, and terminating December 31, 2027.

Not applicable.

No

No Yes

Yes

Not Applicable Yes

Thursday, October 22, 2026 Consent #3
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State of Georgia 

County of Fayette 

 

THIRD AMENDMENT TO THE PROBATION SERVICES AGREEMENT  

BY AND BETWEEN FAYETTE COUNTY, GEORGIA 

AND JUDICIAL CORRECTION SERVICES, LLC (JCS) 

 
WHEREAS, Fayette County and JCS have previously entered into a Probation Services 

Agreement pursuant to which the County has retained JCS to coordinate and provide certain 

probation services to the Fayette County Superior Court; and 

 

WHEREAS, Fayette County and JCS desire to amend the terms of said Agreement; 

 

WHEREAS, the Agreement between Fayette County and JCS contemplates renewal as outlined 

below: 

 “The County shall have the option to renew the contract for five (5) additional one-year 

intervals provided that the service is satisfactory, both parties are willing to renew, and the 

renewal is approved with the written consent of the County.” 

  

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the promises and mutual covenants hereinafter set forth 

and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are 

acknowledged, Fayette County and JCS do hereby enter into this Third Amendment of said 

Agreement and hereby incorporate this Third Amendment into said Agreement: 

 

RENEWAL OF THE PERIOD OF SERVICE 

 

This Third Amendment shall serve as a renewal of the period of service contemplated by the 

original Agreement as follows:  

The Agreement shall be renewed for a period of one year beginning January 1, 2027 and 

terminating December 31, 2027. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Amendment this __________ 

day of _________________________________, 20______. 

 

FAYETTE COUNTY BOARD OF   JUDICIAL CORRECTION  

COMMISSIONERS SERVICES, LLC. 

 

___________________________________  ________________________________ 

Lee Hearn, Commission Chairman               Thomas S. York, COO 

 

 

 

APPROVED BY THE FAYETTE COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT:  

 

___________________________________   

Scott L. Ballard, Chief Judge  
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COUNTY AGENDA REQUEST 

Department: Presenter(s):

Background/History/Details:

Wording for the Agenda:

What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?

If this item requires funding, please describe:

Has this request been considered within the past two years? If so, when?

Is Audio-Visual Equipment Required for this Request?*

Administrator's Approval

Backup Provided with Request?

Approved by Finance

Approved by Purchasing

Reviewed  by Legal

County Clerk's Approval

Staff Notes:

Meeting Date:

* All audio-visual material must be submitted to the County Clerk's Office no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting.  It is also
your department's responsibility to ensure all third-party audio-visual material is submitted at least 48 hours in advance.

Type of Request:

Magistrate Court Judge Jason Thompson

Approval of the third amendment and renewal of a contract between Fayette County and the Judicial Correction Services (JCS), LLC for 
probation supervision and rehabilitation services for Magistrate Court beginning January 1, 2027, and terminating December 31, 2027.

Judicial Correction Services (JCS), the probation company for Magistrate Court, provides probation supervision and rehabilitation 
services.  

The proposed Amendments simply extend the periods of service of the Agreements, beginning January 1, 2027, and terminating 
December 31, 2027, with an option to renew for five (5) additional one-year terms.  Supervision fees will remain at their current levels for 
2027. 

Approval of the third amendment and renewal of a contract between Fayette County and the Judicial Correction Services (JCS), LLC for 
probation supervision and rehabilitation services for Magistrate Court beginning January 1, 2027, and terminating December 31, 2027.

Not applicable.

No

No Yes

Yes

Not Applicable

Yes

Yes

Thursday, October 22, 2026 Consent #4
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COUNTY AGENDA REQUEST 

Department: Presenter(s):

Background/History/Details:

Wording for the Agenda:

What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?

If this item requires funding, please describe:

Has this request been considered within the past two years? If so, when?

Is Audio-Visual Equipment Required for this Request?*

Administrator's Approval

Backup Provided with Request?

Approved by Finance

Approved by Purchasing

Reviewed  by Legal

County Clerk's Approval

Type of Request:

Staff Notes:

Meeting Date:

* All audio-visual material must be submitted to the County Clerk's Office no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting.  It is also
your department's responsibility to ensure all third-party audio-visual material is submitted at least 48 hours in advance.

State Court Steve Rapson, County Administrator

Approval to award Contract #2228-S, final renewal (titled Fifth Amendment) to Judicial Correction Services, LLC for State Court for the 
calendar year beginning January 1, 2027 and ending December 31, 2027.

Judicial Correction Services, LLC (JCS) provides probation services to the Fayette County State Court.  Services include probation 
supervision, driving class, restorative justice, anger management, and other services to probationers. 

Probate Supervision Fees are increasing to from $40 / month to $45 / month to match the Superior Court Fees. 

This request is for award of the last available 12-month renewal of the contract, which began in Calendar Year 2018.

Award of Contract #2228-S, final renewal (titled Fifth Amendment) to Judicial Correction Services, LLC for State Court for the calendar 
year beginning January 1, 2027, and ending December 31, 2027.

This is an offender-funded program.

No

No Yes

Yes

Yes Yes

Consent #5Thursday, October 22, 2026
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Judicial Correction Services, LLC 
Probation Services Agreement 

Fayette County, Georgia 

This Agreement is made by and between Judicial Correction Services, LLC organized under the 
laws of the State of Georgia, with its principal business at 195 Bradford Square, Fayetteville, 
Georgia, 30215 hereinafter called "Contractor" and Fayette County, Georgia hereinafter called 
"County", upon the request and consent of the Chief Judge of State Court of Fayette County, 
Georgia herein after called "Court". This agreement is governed by Article 6 of Chapter 8 of 
Title 42 of the Official Code of Georgia, Annotated. The parties enter into the Agreement under 
the specific authority of O.C.G.A. § 42-8-101. 

Witnesseth: 

Whereas, the County has been duly authorized to establish service for a private probation system 
for the supervision of probationers as ordered by the Fayette County State Court, and to collect 
restitution, fines, and fees as ordered by the Chief Judge of Fayette County State Court, Jason B. 
Thompson; and 

Whereas, the County wishes to enter into an agreement with the Contractor to provide probation 
services upon the terms and conditions set forth herein with approval from the Court. 

Now therefore, and in consideration of the mutual covenants contained herein, and other good 
and valuable considerations, the receipt, adequacy, and sufficiency of which is acknowledged by 
the parties hereto, the County enters into the agreement with the Contractor to provide probation 
services for the jurisdiction of Fayette County upon the terms, covenants, and agreements as set 
forth herein. 

Scope of Services ·and Responsibilities of Contractor 

In consideration of the obligations of the County and the Court, Contractor shall provide the 
following services. 

A. Responsibilities of Probation Services Contractor
a. Compliance with Statues and Rules. Contractor shall comply with A1ticle 6 of

Title 42 Chapter 8 of the Official Code of Georgia and all standards, rules, and
regulations promulgated by the Department of Community Supervision and the

Misdemeanor Oversight Unit.
b. Records and Confidentiality. Contractor shall create and maintain individual files

for each offender receiving services from Contractor in accordance with this
Agreement. Contractor shall maintain the confidentiality of all files, records, and
papers relative to supervision of probationers under this Agreement. These
records, files, and papers shall be available only to the Judge of the Court
handling the case, the Department of Audits and Accounts, the Department of

Revision 11/14/2018 

ATTACHMENT 1Page 48 of 150



Page 49 of 150



Page 50 of 150



Page 51 of 150



Page 52 of 150



Page 53 of 150



Page 54 of 150



Page 55 of 150



Page 56 of 150



Page 57 of 150



Page 58 of 150



Page 59 of 150



Page 60 of 150



Page 61 of 150



Page 62 of 150



State of Georgia 

County of Fayette 

FIFTH AMENDMENT TO THE AGREEMENT FOR PROBATION SERVICES 

BY AND BETWEEN FAYETTE COUNTY, GEORGIA 

AND JUDICIAL CORRECTION SERVICES, LLC (JCS) 

WHEREAS, Fayette County and JCS have previously entered into a Probation Services 

Agreement pursuant to which the County has retained JCS to coordinate and provide certain 

probation services to the Fayette County State Court; and 

WHEREAS, Fayette County and JCS desire to amend the terms of said Agreement; 

WHEREAS, the Agreement between Fayette County and JCS contemplates renewal as outlined 

below: 

“The County shall have the option to renew the contract for five (5) additional one-year 

intervals provided that the service is satisfactory, both parties are willing to renew, and the 

renewal is approved with the written consent of the County.” 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the promises and mutual covenants hereinafter set forth 

and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are 

acknowledged, Fayette County and JCS do hereby enter into this Fifth Amendment of said 

Agreement and hereby incorporate this Fifth Amendment into said Agreement: 

RENEWAL OF THE PERIOD OF SERVICE 

This Fifth Amendment shall serve as a renewal of the period of service contemplated by the 

original Agreement as follows:  

The Agreement shall be renewed for a period of one year beginning January 1, 2027 and 

terminating December 31, 2027. 

       MODIFICATION OF SCHEDULE OF FEES 

This Fifth Amendment shall also serve as a modification of the Schedule of Fees as outlined in 

Exhibit A of the original Agreement as follows: 

- Probation Supervision Fee:  $45.00 per month, effective January 1, 2027.

ATTACHMENT 2
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Amendment this __________ 

day of _________________________________, 20______. 

 

 

FAYETTE COUNTY BOARD OF   JUDICIAL CORRECTION  

COMMISSIONERS SERVICES, LLC. 

 

___________________________________  ________________________________ 

Lee Hearn, Commission Chairman               Thomas S. York, COO 

 

 

 

APPROVED BY THE FAYETTE COUNTY STATE COURT:  

 

___________________________________   

Jason B. Thompson, Chief Judge  
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COUNTY AGENDA REQUEST 

Department: Presenter(s):

Background/History/Details:

Wording for the Agenda:

What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?

If this item requires funding, please describe:

Has this request been considered within the past two years? If so, when?

Is Audio-Visual Equipment Required for this Request?*

Administrator's Approval

Backup Provided with Request?

Approved by Finance

Approved by Purchasing

Reviewed  by Legal

County Clerk's Approval

Staff Notes:

Meeting Date:

* All audio-visual material must be submitted to the County Clerk's Office no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting.  It is also
your department's responsibility to ensure all third-party audio-visual material is submitted at least 48 hours in advance.

Type of Request:

Fire & Emergency Services Jeffrey W. Hill, Fire Chief 

Approval of a Fire & Emergency Service Agreement with Fayette County Board of Education for fire apparatus to use the School 
System's diesel and gasoline fueling center on Goza Road. 

The prior 2019 agreement only listed certain fire apparatus from Fire Station No. 5 to allow diesel fueling at the Goza Road fueling center. 
This amendment adds additional apparatus and adds gasoline to the products available to be used.   

Approval of a Fire & Emergency Service Agreement with Fayette County Board of Education for fire apparatus to use the School 
System's diesel and gasoline fueling center on Goza Road. 

Not applicable.

No

No No

Yes

Yes Yes

Thursday, October 22, 2026 Consent #6
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STATE OF GEORGIA 

 
. . 

COUNTY OF FAYETTE 

 

 AGREEMENT FOR USE OF FUEL SITE 

          THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into the _______day of ______________________, 

20____, by and between FAYETTE COUNTY, a political subdivision of the State of Georgia,  

acting by and through its Board of Commissioners, hereinafter referred to as the "County," and 

the FAYETTE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT, a political subdivision of the State of Georgia 

acting by and through its Board of Education, hereinafter referred to as "the School District," for 

the purpose of providing access to a fueling site, hereinafter referred to as the ''Fuel• Agreement." 

WITNESSETH:· 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners is the duly organized governing authority for 

the County; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Education is the duly organized governing authority for the 

School District; and 

WHEREAS, the County and the School District desire to enter into an agreement for the· 

purpose of enabling certain public safety motor vehicles from the County to be fueled at the Bus 

Transportation Maintenance Facility located on Goza Road which is owned, maintained and 

controlled by the School District; and 
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WHEREAS, the parties hereto are authorized to enter into this Fuel Agreement pursuant 

to Article IX, Section III, Paragraph I of the Georgia Constitution (the intergovernmental 

contracts clause). 

NOW THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutual promises and covenants 

contained herein and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which 

are hereby acknowledged by all parties, the parties to this Fuel Agreement hereby agree as 

follows: 

1. 

 

The School District maintains a fueling station at its Bus Transportation Maintenance 

Facility located at 939 Goza Road. The County has Fire Stations located at 1830 Highway 85 

South and at 195 Seay Road. The County desires that its public safety motor vehicles stationed 

at Fire Station No. 5 and Fire Station No. 10, and De minimis others as required, be allowed to 

take on diesel fuel and gasoline at the aforesaid Bus Transportation Maintenance Facility. The 

School District will provide any necessary equipment to authorize these specific vehicles to be 

fueled at the Bus Transportation Maintenance Facility, and the School District will invoice the 

County for the direct cost of the diesel fuel and gasoline. The County shall remit payment to the 

School District for the fuel and gasoline within thirty (30) days of the invoice date. 

2. 

 

To the fullest extent allowed by law; the County shall indemnify, defend, and hold 

harmless the School District, its agents and employees from and against all claims, damages, 

actions, judgments, costs, penalties, liabilities, losses and expenses, resulting from public safety 

motor vehicles being fueled at the Bus Transportation Maintenance Facility, provided that any 

such claim: damage, action, judgment, cost, penalty, liability, loss or expense (1) is attributable 
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to bodily injury, sickness, disease or death, or to injury to or destruction of tangible property 

including the loss of use resulting therefrom, and (2) is caused in whole or in part by an act or 

omission of the County, or anyone directly or indirectly employed by the County or anyone from 

whose acts the County may be liable. Such obligation shall not be construed to negate, abridge or 

otherwise reduce any other right or obligation of indemnity which would otherwise exist as to 

any party to person described in this paragraph. The County shall maintain an insurance policy 

with general liability coverage of at least $1,000,000:00 and shall provide a certificate of 

 

insurance listing the School District as an additional insured. 

 

3. 

           The term of this Agreement shall commence ____________ _____, 20____ and end 

___________ ____, 20____.  Should either party desire to terminate this Fuel Agreement, the 

party shall provide written notice of termination to the other party to this Fuel Agreement no 

  later than thirty (30) days prior to the end of the original term or any renewal term. If neither 

party takes action to terminate this Fuel Agreement, this Fuel Agreement shall automatically 

renew for a period of one (1) year from the last day of the then current term. 

4. 

 

This Fuel Agreement shall constitute the entire agreement between the parties and no 

modifications shall be binding upon the parties unless evidenced by a subsequent written 

agreement signed by the parties. 

5. 

 

If any paragraph provision, or clause of any part of this Fuel Agreement shall be declared 

invalid or unconstitutional, or if the provisions of any part of this Fuel Agreement as applied to
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any particular situation or set of circumstances shall be declared invalid or unconstitutional, such 

invalidity shall not be construed to effect the portions of this Fuel Agreement not so held to be 

invalid, Or the application of this Fuel Agreement to other circumstances not so held to be 

invalid. It is hereby declared as the intent of all parties.that this Fuel Agreement could have been 

executed had such invalid portion not been included herein. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have hereunto set their hands and seals the day 

and year first above written. 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF 

FAYETTE COUNTY, GEORGIA 

 

(SEAL) 
 

 

 

ATTEST: 
 

 

 

 

Tameca P. Smith, County Clerk 

By:  __________________________________ 

 LEE HEARN, Chairman 

 

 

 

 

FAYETTE COUNTY BOARD OF 

EDUCATION, FAYETTE COUNTY SCHOOL 

DISTRICT 

(SEAL) 
By:  _______________________________________ 

ATTEST:      SCOTT HOLLOWELL, Chairman 
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COUNTY AGENDA REQUEST 

Department: Presenter(s):

Background/History/Details:

Wording for the Agenda:

What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?

If this item requires funding, please describe:

Has this request been considered within the past two years? If so, when?

Is Audio-Visual Equipment Required for this Request?*

Administrator's Approval

Backup Provided with Request?

Approved by Finance

Approved by Purchasing

Reviewed  by Legal

County Clerk's Approval

Staff Notes:

Meeting Date:

* All audio-visual material must be submitted to the County Clerk's Office no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting.  It is also
your department's responsibility to ensure all third-party audio-visual material is submitted at least 48 hours in advance.

Type of Request:

Public Works / SPLOST Phil Mallon, Director

Approval of the MountBrook Subdivision (S/D) Crosswalk Improvement Pilot Project and to allocate $30,000 from 17TAJ to a new project 
account to fund the project.

The MountBrook S/D is located off Redwine Road immediately north of the Starrs Mill School Complex. Several hundred students and 
parents, most in golf carts, cross the subdivision's entrance over short time periods near the beginning and end of each school day. This 
is a safety-driven pilot project that will move the cross-walk away from Redwine Road to eliminate the existing conflict between golf carts 
and cars turning onto or off Redwine Road. 

The concept was developed in response to requests from residents within the subdivision.  It follows crossing strategies used on recent 
roundabout projects. The homeowners association (HOA) has reviewed the concept and is supportive. 

All work will be completed within the existing right-of-way.  Existing sidewalks will be expanded to accommodate golf carts.   

Approval of the MountBrook Subdivision (S/D) Crosswalk Improvement Pilot Project and to allocate $30,000 from 17TAJ to a new project 
account to fund the project.

Up to $30,000 is required for the project.  Staff suggests a new SPLOST project number be created and the project funded from 17TAJ.

No

Yes Yes

Yes

Not Applicable

No

Yes

Thursday, October 22, 2026 Consent #7
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MountBrook S/D
Crosswalk Improvement 
Pilot Project
To: Fayette County Board of Commissioners
By: Phil Mallon / Paola Kimbell, Public Works
Date:  October 22, 2026
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Existing Conditions – View from Redwine Rd Page 75 of 150



Existing Conditions – View From Nesmith Ct. Page 76 of 150



Utility Conflict – Working with GA Power to Resolve Page 77 of 150



Source:  Traffic Impact and Golf Cart Study for the Proposed Mill Farm Subdivision
By:  Marc R. Acampora, PE
Date June 14, 2021
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REMOVAL

ADDITIONAL 
CONCRETE

Proposed 
Path and 
Crosswalk
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 SPECIAL CALLED HEARING 
MINUTES 

October 1, 2026 
10:00 a.m. 

Welcome to the meeting of your Fayette County Board of Commissioners. Your participation in County government is appreciated. All 
regularly scheduled Board meetings are open to the public and are held on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month at 5:00 p.m. 

OFFICIAL SESSION: 

Call to Order: Vice Chairman Edward Gibbons called the October 1, 2026, Special Called Hearing to order at 10:01 a.m. A 
quorum of the Board was present. Chairman Lee Hearn was absent. 

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance: Vice Chairman Gibbons offered the Invocation and led the audience in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

Acceptance of Agenda: Commissioner Charles Oddo moved to approve the agenda. Commissioner Charles Rousseau 
seconded. The motion passed 4-0. Chairman Hearn was absent. 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

1. First Public Hearing to discuss the 2026 Property Tax Millage Rate.
Chief Financial Officer Sheryl Weinmann stated that the advertisements for this hearing were posted in the County’s legal organ 
newspaper, Fayette News on September 23 and September 30 for the three hearings. She began with the changes in the 2026 
Tax Digest. She stated that the 2025 Digest ended with $10.5 Billion. Real property increased by 2.59% and personal property 
increased by approximately $2 Billion, which was a $277.99% increase. Motor vehicles had a decrease of $5,688,940, which was 
typical of the TAVT (Title Ad Valorem Tax). “Others” included heavy-duty equipment and timber, as an example, increased by 
3.30%. There was an increase in the exemptions, which was a negative outcome to the digest. This made the growth change to a 
total of $2.2 Billion. Reassessments were lower and Exemptions Reassessments increased that resulted in a positive change to 
the digest of $2.56 Billion at a 24% increase. Ms. Weinmann stated that was the overall digest and not just the millage rate. She 
continued that the 278% increase in personal property was rather large and was due to the companies leasing space at the QTS 
location. 

The change in the taxable digest was $13 million and the variances were all due to personal property. The proposed millage rate 
was to keep everything the same. Fire Services at 2.82, Emergency Medical Services (EMS) at 1.000, 911 at 0.210 and the 
County’s General Fund Maintenance and Operations at 3.763. Staff proposed no increase and no decrease. Ms. Weinmann 
continued the presentation with examples of a 2026 Fayette County Tax Bill, showing the proposed rate (3.763) versus a rollback 
rate (3.667). She stated that the difference between the proposed rate and a rollback rate was $21.60, not included a floating 
homestead, which would make the amount less. Fayette County was listed as the thirteenth lowest millage rate of the fifteen local 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Lee Hearn, Chairman 
Edward Gibbons, Vice Chairman 
Eric K. Maxwell 
Charles D. Rousseau 
Charles W. Oddo 

FAYETTE COUNTY, GEORGIA 
Steve Rapson, County Administrator 

Dennis A. Davenport, County Attorney 
Tameca P. Smith, County Clerk 

Marlena Edwards, Chief Deputy County Clerk 

140 Stonewall Avenue West 
Public Meeting Room 

Fayetteville, GA 30214 
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counties around Fayette County and metro counties similar in size to Fayette County. The presentation included a history of the 
County’s millage rate and gave examples of what a property tax bill, not including floating homestead, would look like for a home 
valued at $575,000 in Unincorporated Fayette County, in the Town of Brooks, in Peachtree City, in the City of Fayetteville, and in 
the Town of Tyrone. These were presented from lowest to highest millage rate amounts. The Board of Education, Peachtree City, 
Town of Tyrone and Unincorporated Fayette County will keep their millage rate the same, and the Town of Brooks and the City of 
Fayetteville will rollback the millage rate for 2026. Since 2014, if Unincorporated Fayette County had kept the millage rate the 
same, the County would have accumulated $147.4M. This was a savings to the citizens of $147.4M to the citizens of Fayette 
County.  
 
This was the first public millage rate hearing. There will be a second public hearing at 6:00 p.m. The third public hearing will take 
place on October 15, 2026, at 5:00 p.m.  
 
Commissioner Rousseau referenced page 9 of the presentation. He asked if “community development” referred to Planning and 
Zoning and Building Safety. 
 
Ms. Weinmann stated yes. 
 
Commissioner Eric Maxwell stated that there were three hearings because the County was not doing a rollback. 
 
Ms. Weinmann stated that was correct. 
 
Commissioner Maxwell stated that there was no rollback, however there was an increase on personal property that he had never 
seen before. He stated that it was a tax increase because there was no rollback. He asked why the County was doing a tax 
increase if the personal property had a 278% increase. 
 
Ms. Weinmann stated that the 278% increase was in growth and was not calculated as part of the millage rate. She stated that 
this was the first year that staff were anticipating some of the money from the data center vendors. She stated that the County 
was anticipating receiving an additional $7.7 million from personal properties from the data center vendors. That money was 
being set aside in a different fund for capital projects for 2026, that were discussed during the proposed budget meetings, 
because the legislation proposed in the last session wanted to take the data center money and either save it or disburse it to all 
the counties in Georgia. It was unclear what the outcome would be; therefore, it was decided that the County would hold those 
funds and use them for capital projects because of the uncertainty. She stated that staff did not want to rollback, not knowing 
what the state would decide to do with the funds.  
 
County Administrator Steve Rapson stated that on the November ballot, the voters will have the opportunity to approve the 
floating homestead exemption, that would enable the County to do a rollback for homestead properties in Fayette County. He 
stated that as part of the budget process, was to take the $7.8 million and allocate it toward capital improvements and take $2.8 
million to put in the fund balance until a decision from the State was made. Mr. Rapson stated that if the floating homestead was 
approved on the ballot by voters, it would give the County the opportunity to do a rollback for property taxes for homesteads.  
 
Commissioner Maxwell stated that the $2 Billion in the digest was not taxed at 100%. 
 
Mr. Rapson stated that there were three equations. The real property values were being taxed at 30%. He stated that personal 
property was put on different fixed year cycles, depending on the depreciation. He stated that the amortization for the data center 
property exceeded $1 billion of abatement. A bill was sent to QTS for $4.1 billion and QTS appealed that value at $4.3 billion. He 
stated that it was the $4.1 billion that was generating the 278% increase. The problem was that the value was lowered each year 
based on depreciation schedules. Mr. Rapson reiterated that there was a lot of uncertainty about that revenue stream over the 
next five to ten years. Data Centers and evaluating data centers were very allusive propositions because the data center 
provided what personal property was there. The County could see what was personal property which the County asked the 
Legislature to lean in and give the County the ability to do audits. He stated that the County’s entire digest, excluding QTS, was 
roughly $10 billion and now the County had another $4 billion of properties, with even more buildings on that property waiting to 
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be built. He stated that staff was waiting to find out if the Legislature will be eliminating income taxes for the state of Georgia or 
have homestead exemptions. He stated the School Board also set aside funds, as everyone waits to see how the state of 
Georgia will handle data centers for all the counties that have data centers. 
 
Commissioner Maxwell stated that he had not heard anyone that he had spoken to say they would take the money from data 
centers and put it in the General Fund for the state. He stated that Effingham County was doing a PILOT (Payment In Lue of 
Taxes) program. He stated that he had not heard anything from staff about that program. He stated that the County needed to be 
prepared if the State decided to take the money from data centers and distribute it throughout Georgia. He stated that if he was a 
regular tax payer and saw this, he would be furious. He stated that he would imagine there would be a large lawsuit against the 
state on behalf of the counties. He stated that the County could not spend the money not knowing what the state planned to do 
with data centers. 
 
Ms. Weinmann stated that the other part was that the personal property was considered growth, therefore, it was not included in 
the millage rate rollback. The only thing included was the real property reassessments.  
 
Mr. Rapson stated that one of the downfalls was that the County had such a low millage rate that anything seemed like a big 
increase. He stated that his concern was not that the State Legislature would take the money. His fear was that those without a 
data center revenue would say, data centers impacted Georgia Power, everyone pays Georgia Power rates, so put the money in 
a bucket and distribute to everyone. He did not believe any Fayette County delegates would say take the money but that there 
would be more on the other side of the vote than on the side for keeping the money here. He stated that staff advocated for 
revenues generated locally to remain locally. If the revenue was to be abated through an abatement or tax relief, it would be the 
decision of the Board to offer that relief.  
 
Commissioner Maxwell stated that he wanted staff to look into the PILOT payment. 
 
Mr. Rapson stated that staff were talking to the attorney and other jurisdictions regarding the PILOT payments. He stated that 
when looking at how data centers are managed it seemed that most were using PILOT program geared toward kilowatt usage. A 
PILOT payment would be consistent and if the County had that consistency, the Board could make a better decision. He stated 
that it did not eliminate the problem of evaluating personal property. PILOT payments were being discussed. 
 
Commissioner Rousseau stated that if the Legislature made a commitment to collect the revenue generated locally, the County 
setting “x amount” of dollars aside, could it be called back.  
 
Mr. Rapson stated that as a general rule it would be highly unlikely however, when they set the base level digest, CPI for the 
school system, they set it back three years before COVID. He stated that the County was very successful in educating them 
about the County giving public safety raises that were predicated on those the digest growth. He stated that it would be whatever 
the majority of the Legislature decided. 
 
Commissioner Rousseau stated that was his concern. He suggested that as part of the legislative package, the Board state our 
position.  
 
Commissioner Oddo stated that the fourteen years he has served on the Board, the County had been very responsible with the 
money received and sometimes it presented a situation of deciding whether to rollback or not. He stated that everyone was trying 
to think ahead and prepare. He stated that he believed that was what the citizens wanted. He thanked staff for working to figure 
out how to move forward. 
 
Mr. Rapson stated that the voters will have an opportunity in November regarding the floating homestead. He stated that it would 
be another tool in the tool belt to use. 
 
Commissioner Rousseau stated that now that the draft ballots are out, it was generating a lot of calls. He asked if anything had 
been posted regarding information about the floating homestead. He stated that the County was not lobbying one way or another 
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but he wanted voters to be educated about the bill. He stated that he also understood that the County may be losing public safety 
personnel. Other entities are raising salaries and that may become a concern for the County.  
 
Ms. Weinmann stated that what was advertised was a 2.62 increase. She stated that it was not a significant difference because it 
was dealing with reassessments as opposed to growth. She stated that she was planning to work on the information about House 
Bill 1582 as soon as the meeting was over. 
 
There was no one that spoke in opposition or in favor of the millage rate. 
 
Vice Chairman Gibbons stated that there was a second hearing at 6:00 p.m. and the final hearing would be on October 15 at 5:00 
p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

Commissioner Oddo moved adjourn. Vice Chairman Gibbons seconded. The motion passed 3-0. Chairman Hearn was absent. 
 

The October 1, 2026, Special Called Millage Rate Hearing adjourned at 10:36 a.m. 

 

 

___________________________________     _________________________ 
Tameca P. Smith, County Clerk       Edward Gibbons, Vice Chairman 
 
The foregoing minutes were duly approved at an official meeting of the Board of Commissioners of Fayette County, Georgia, held 

on the 22nd day of October 2026. Attachments are available upon request at the County Clerk’s Office. 
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 SPECIAL CALLED HEARING 
MINUTES 

October 1, 2026 
6:00 p.m. 

Welcome to the meeting of your Fayette County Board of Commissioners. Your participation in County government is appreciated. All 
regularly scheduled Board meetings are open to the public and are held on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month at 5:00 p.m. 

OFFICIAL SESSION: 

Call to Order: Vice Chairman Edward Gibbons called the October 1, 2026, Special Called Hearing to order at 6:00 p.m. A 
quorum of the Board was present. Chairman Lee Hearn was absent. 

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance: Vice Chairman Gibbons offered the Invocation and led the audience in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

Acceptance of Agenda: Commissioner Charles Oddo moved to approve the agenda. Commissioner Charles Rousseau 
seconded. The motion passed 4-0. Chairman Hearn was absent. 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

1. First Public Hearing to discuss the 2026 Property Tax Millage Rate.
Chief Financial Officer Sheryl Weinmann stated that the 2025 Digest ended with $10.5 Billion. Real property increased by 2.59% 
and personal property increased by approximately $2 Billion, which was a $277.99% increase. She noted that everything in the 
growth section was not part of the rollback. Motor vehicles had a decrease of $5,688,940, which was typical of the TAVT (Title Ad 
Valorem Tax). “Others” included heavy-duty equipment and timber, as an example, increased by 3.30%. There was an increase 
in the exemptions, which was a negative outcome to the digest. This made the growth change to a total of $2.2 Billion. The 
rollback was determined by the reassessments which were lower and exemptions reassessments increased that resulted in a 
positive change to the digest of $2.56 Billion at a 24% increase making the digest $13 billion in total. 

She stated that there was a change from year to year from $10.5 billion to $13.074 billion for 2026. Ms. Weinmann stated that 
there was a $2.5 billion increase due personal property collections. 

The proposed millage rates were no change. Fire Services at 2.82, Emergency Medical Services (EMS) at 1.000, 911 at 0.210 
and the County’s General Fund Maintenance and Operations at 3.763. Staff proposed no increase and no decrease. Ms. 
Weinmann continued the presentation with examples of a 2026 Fayette County Tax Bill, showing the proposed rate (3.763) 
versus a rollback rate (3.667). She stated that the difference between the proposed rate and a rollback rate was $21.60, not 
included a floating homestead, which would make the amount less. Fayette County was listed as the thirteenth lowest millage 
rate of the fifteen local counties around Fayette County and metro counties similar in size to Fayette County. The presentation 
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included a history of the County’s millage rate and gave examples of what a property tax bill, not including floating homestead, 
would look like for a home valued at $575,000 in Unincorporated Fayette County, in the Town of Brooks, in Peachtree City, in the 
City of Fayetteville, and in the Town of Tyrone. Ms. Weinmann stated that the Board of Education received 72% of the tax at 
$4,400 and the County’s portion was $844 in the example.  
 
These were presented from lowest to highest millage rate amounts. The Board of Education, Peachtree City, Town of Tyrone and 
Unincorporated Fayette County will keep their millage rate the same, and the Town of Brooks and the City of Fayetteville will 
rollback the millage rate for 2026. Since 2014, if Unincorporated Fayette County had kept the millage rate the same, the County 
would have accumulated $147.4M. This was a savings to the citizens of $147.4M to the citizens of Fayette County.  
 
This was the second public hearing. The third public hearing and request to approve the resolution will take place on October 15, 
2026, at 5:00 p.m.  
 
Commissioner Maxwell stated that earlier there was a robust conversation regarding the millage rate and personal property tax. 
He stated that he was not going to attempt to recreate that discussion, instead he encouraged the citizens to view the meeting on 
the County’s YouTube channel. 
 
There was no one that spoke in opposition or in favor of the millage rate. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

Commissioner Oddo moved adjourn. Commissioner Rousseau seconded. The motion passed 3-0. Chairman Hearn was absent. 
 

The October 1, 2026, Special Called Millage Rate Hearing adjourned at 6:08 p.m. 

 

 

___________________________________     _________________________ 
Tameca P. Smith, County Clerk       Edward Gibbons, Vice Chairman 
 
The foregoing minutes were duly approved at an official meeting of the Board of Commissioners of Fayette County, Georgia, held 

on the 22nd day of October 2026. Attachments are available upon request at the County Clerk’s Office. 
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  MINUTES 
October 8, 2026 

5:00 p.m. 

Welcome to the meeting of your Fayette County Board of Commissioners. Your participation in County government is appreciated. All 
regularly scheduled Board meetings are open to the public and are held on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month at 5:00 p.m. 

OFFICIAL SESSION: 
Call to Order  
Chairman Lee Hearn called the October 8, 2026, Board of Commissioners meeting to order at approximately 5:02 p.m. A quorum of 
the Board was present.  

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance by Commissioner Charles Rousseau 
Commissioner Charles Rousseau gave the Invocation and led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Acceptance of Agenda 
Chairman Hearn moved to add to New Business a request for approval to apply under the 2026 State Homeland Security 
Program for a $300,000 grant for the installation of approximately three linear miles of security fencing around the perimeter of 
the Fayette County Public Safety Training Center. Commissioner Rousseau seconded. The motion passed 3-0. Vice Chairman 
Edward Gibbons and Commissioner Charles Oddo were absent.  

Commissioner Rousseau moved to accept the agenda with the added item as read. Commissioner Maxwell seconded. The 
motion passed 3-0. Vice Chairman Edward Gibbons and Commissioner Charles Oddo were absent.  

PROCLAMATION/RECOGNITION:  None 
PUBLIC HEARING: None 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
Commissioner Rousseau moved to approve the Consent Agenda except for item No. 4. Commissioner Maxwell seconded. The 
motion passed 3-0. Vice Chairman Edward Gibbons and Commissioner Charles Oddo were absent. 

1. Approval of Board of Assessors' recommendation to approve a disposition of tax refund, as requested by Jack
Miller, in the amount of $2,122.08 for tax years 2024 and 2025.

2. Approval of Board of Assessors' recommendation to approve a disposition of tax refund, as requested on
behalf Topekia Powell, in the amount of $1,240.78 for tax year 2025.

3. Approval to add The Oaks Phase III subdivision to Fayette County's Street Light Program.
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4. Approval of Georgia Power's offer to purchase three "Distribution Tree Trim / Clearing Easements" from Fayette 
County in the amount of $10,915.00.   

 
This item was removed from Consent Agenda vote for discussion. 
 
Commissioner Rousseau stated that he wanted to be consistent in his voting. He asked for clarification that this vote was for land 
owned by the County, entrusted to the Board by the citizens. 
 
County Administrator Steve Rapson stated yes. The land was owned by the County. 
 
Commissioner Rousseau stated that he was operating under the impression that land purchase should go for bid. He asked if 
“this” went out for bid. 
 
Mr. Rapson stated that Georgia Power was not acquiring the land. This request was for Georgia Power to maintain and cut trees 
along the perimeter of Kenwood Park. There was no land acquisition. This was just to give Georgia Power the right to trim trees. 
 
Commissioner Rousseau stated that he may have missed something. He asked if there was a fee and who would retain 
ownership of the land. 
 
Mr. Rapson stated that Georgia Power would pay the County $10,915 to have the temporary easement to maintain that corridor 
to trim the trees. 
 
Commissioner Rousseau asked if it was a one-time payment. 
Mr. Rapson stated yes. 
 
Commissioner Rousseau asked if the agreement would be in perpetuity. 
 
Public Works Director Phil Mallon stated yes, as long as the power lines were in place. He stated that there were existing lines 
and Georgia Power was trying to be proactive on the vegetation management. 
 
Mr. Rapson stated that on these easements, Georgia Power could not locate an easement, so this was to “perfect” the record to 
give them the ability to temporarily go on the property to trim the trees. 
 
Commissioner Rousseau inquired if this was a temporary easement. 
 
Mr. Mallon stated that it was a permanent easement to allow Georgia Power to do the vegetation maintenance as long as the 
power lines were in place. He reiterated that this was a permanent easement. 
 
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve Georgia Power's offer to purchase three "Distribution Tree Trim / Clearing Easements" 
from Fayette County in the amount of $10,915.00. Chairman Hearn seconded.  
 
Commissioner Maxwell stated that there were only three members so any vote less than three would be a denial. He stated that if 
the vote failed, he would request the Chairman to have this item come back on the October 22, 2026, Board of Commissioners 
agenda so there would be a bigger distribution. 
 
Commissioner Rousseau stated that three members constituted a quorum and he wanted to be “careful that we are not vote 
shopping, so-to-speak”. He stated that he had reservations. He stated that he heard “temporary” and then “permanent” so he had 
reservations. 
 
Commissioner Maxwell stated that he understood and that was the reason why he said that. He stated that he had no problem 
with the way Commissioner Rousseau may vote. 
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County Attorney Dennis Davenport stated that one note, that may be a factor to consider, was that this vote would not be just 
granting easement to a third party, but instead to an entity that had condemnation authority, similar to a governmental entity. He 
stated that typically the rules were more lax than for a typical third party. He stated that if there was a concern about this going 
out to bid, it would not go out for bid because Georgia Power was like a governmental entity and there were different rules for 
dealing with these entities. 
 
Commissioner Rousseau stated that was his reason for asking for clarity. He stated that there were a number of issues 
surrounding acting like a quasi-governmental entity.  
 
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve Georgia Power's offer to purchase three "Distribution Tree Trim / Clearing Easements" 
from Fayette County in the amount of $10,915.00. Chairman Hearn seconded. The motion failed 2-1. Commissioner Rousseau 
voted in opposition.  Vice Chairman Edward Gibbons and Commissioner Charles Oddo were absent. 
 
Commissioner Maxwell stated that he did not know if he needed a vote to place on the next available agenda.  
 
Mr. Davenport stated that procedurally this item was done. He stated that every agenda is brand new, and this item could be 
added at the discretion of the group that puts the agenda together for the next meeting.  
 
Commissioner Maxwell requested Chairman Hearn to request that staff place this on the next available meeting. 
Chairman Hearn agreed. 
 

5. Approval of Resolution 2016-16 supporting Fayette County's grant application to the Georgia Department of 
Natural Resources (GADNR) Georgia Outdoor Stewardship Program (GOSP) for the construction of the Starr's 
Mill Nature Trail. 

 
6. Approval of the September 24, 2026, Board of Commissioners Meeting Minutes. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

7. Request to approve Resolution 2026-14 to amend the Fayette County Water System Standards and 
Specifications Manual, dated October 6, 2026, for infrastructure to be consistently and reliably installed within 
the system.  

 
Water System Director Vanessa Tigert stated that the Standards and Specifications Manual was presented to the Board. It was 
removed to address some concerns that Chairman Hearn voiced. She stated that the concerns had been addressed; therefore, 
staff were presenting this to the Board for approval. 
 
Chairman Hearn stated that he read through it and it looked fine. He stated that Ms. Tigert answered his questions. His questions 
were related to patching damaged roads due to water blowout or making new connections. He stated that the County now 
included Georgia Department of Transportation standards in the manual. 
 
Chairman Hearn moved to approve Resolution 2026-14 to amend the Fayette County Water System Standards and 
Specifications Manual, dated October 6, 2026, for infrastructure to be consistently and reliably installed within the system. 
Commissioner Rousseau seconded.  
 
Commissioner Rousseau stated that in light of dealing with private water system operators, he wanted to know if the operators 
would fall in line with the definition of a customer when tapping onto the County’s water system. 
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Mr. Rapson stated no because the operator would still be under an EPD (Environmental Protection Division) permit and that 
permit defined the service area. If there were any issues, the County would deal with the permit holder. 
 
Commissioner Rousseau stated that he was just concerned about who would be defined as a customer. He reiterated that when 
tapping onto the County water system, and delivering water to a resident, it was still the operator’s system. 
 
Mr. Rapson stated yes. 
 
Chairman Hearn moved to approve Resolution 2026-14 to amend the Fayette County Water System Standards and 
Specifications Manual, dated October 6, 2026, for infrastructure to be consistently and reliably installed within the system. 
Commissioner Rousseau seconded. The motion passed 3-0.  Vice Chairman Edward Gibbons and Commissioner Charles Oddo 
were absent. 

 
8. Request to approve Resolution 2026-17 to amend the County's defined benefit plan to provide a pre-retirement 

death benefit in the form of a lump sum death benefit equal to 50 times the estimated monthly Normal 
Retirement Pension based on level earnings and continued service to Normal Retirement. 

 
Mr. Rapson stated that this item pertained to the County’s defined benefit (DB) plan. This item would provide a pre-retirement 
death benefit to an employee that died prior to electing to retire. Currently, the employee’s contribution would go to the surviving 
beneficiary; however, the beneficiary would not be entitled to any annuities or payments like those received when a retired 
employee passed away. This change would offer a lump sum benefit to the beneficiary in addition to the contributions made by 
the employee. The lump sum amount would be 50 times what the normal monthly benefit would have been. The example was: 
Benefit: $2,000; Lump Sum: $100,000 ($2000 x 50), plus the deceased’s contributions to the plan. Mr. Rapson stated that it 
would be funded from the forfeiture currently in the plan. It would not cost employees any additional money. In response to 
Commissioner Rousseau, he stated that it would be an annual cost to the actual plan that would only be triggered if an employee 
passed away prior to retirement.  
 
In response to Commissioner Rousseau regarding if taxpayer dollars are being used, Mr. Rapson stated that the employee and 
the County contribute to the DB plan. He stated that there was enough forfeiture in the plan. If an employee was in the DB plan 
but not with the County long enough to be vested, the County match was forfeited back to the plan and that would be the money 
paid to this proposed plan. No new taxpayer dollars. 
 
Commissioner Rousseau stated that for him this was a serious issue and new territory. He stated that he would say to table this 
item so a full board could vote on the item. He asked if the first year would be funded by the County. 
 
Mr. Rapson stated that the first year would be funded by the forfeiture plan. He stated that many plans across the state have 
similar plans. Fayette County did not have this benefit or have been faced with this problem.  
 
Commissioner Rousseau stated that he believed that a full Board should vote on a measure of this magnitude. He stated that he 
served on the ACCG DB Board. He stated that he did not believe there was anything that would preclude him from voting on this 
item. He asked the County Attorney. 
 
Mr. Davenport stated no. 
 
Commissioner Rousseau stated that to his recollection this item had not come before the DB Board.  
 
Commissioner Maxwell stated that he was a little confused about this request. He stated that County employees, when hired, 
receive a life insurance policy with a one-time payment when they pass away.  
 
Mr. Rapson stated that there was an additional benefit for employees that when they pass away would pay $50,000 to their 
beneficiaries. This request was separate from that benefit. He stated that the vast majority of the employees would not receive 
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the proposed benefit. He stated that it was an individual plan that gets to make the decision. He stated that staff were trying to be 
proactive in addressing not being in the plan. 
 
Commissioner Maxwell reiterated that this would not replace any other plan. 
 
Mr. Rapson stated that was correct. 
 
Commissioner Rousseau moved to table this item to the November 12, 2026, meeting. The motion passed 3-0. Vice Chairman 
Edward Gibbons and Commissioner Charles Oddo were absent. 
 

9. A request for approval to apply under the 2026 State Homeland Security Program for a $300,000 grant for the 
installation of approximately three linear miles of security fencing around the perimeter of the Fayette County 
Public Safety Training Center. 

 
Chairman Hearn stated that this grant had a 75% federal, 25% local match. He stated that with all the things happening at 
training centers, he believed this was something the Board should do. 
 
Chairman Hearn moved to approve applying under the 2026 State Homeland Security Program for a $300,000 grant for the 
installation of approximately three linear miles of security fencing around the perimeter of the Fayette County Public Safety 
Training Center. Commissioner Rousseau seconded.  
 
Commissioner Rousseau asked if there was an anticipated cost for the 25% match. He asked if it was 25% of the $300,000 or 
25% above $300,000. 
 
Mr. Rapson stated that the County would be responsible for 25% of the $300,000. 
 
Commissioner Rousseau asked about the wetland and credits in that area. 
 
Mr. Rapson stated that this grant would not impact the wetlands and credits. He stated that the configuration would have to 
change due to the East Fayetteville Bypass. He stated that this was a request to apply. If approved, the modifications would be 
vetted by staff and brought to the Board for a vote. 
 
Chairman Hearn moved to approve applying under the 2026 State Homeland Security Program for a $300,000 grant for the 
installation of approximately three linear miles of security fencing around the perimeter of the Fayette County Public Safety 
Training Center. Commissioner Rousseau seconded. The motion passed 3-0. Vice Chairman Edward Gibbons and 
Commissioner Charles Oddo were absent. 
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORTS: 
 

A. Contract #2605-P; Public Works Engineer of Record Task Order #11: 101 & 115 Waterfall Way Boundary & 
Topographic Survey Change Order #1: Starrs Mill Education Facility 

 
Mr. Rapson stated that he provided the Board with the Hot Topics report to include the Multi-purpose Facility, Darren Drive 
culvert replacement, Cross Creek culvert replacement, Justice Center buildout, Crosstown generator project, Phase II livestock 
building, Senior Center addition, Kenwood Morning Creek Bridge project, Round Road cul-de-sac and Brandon Mill culvert 
replacement. 
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ATTORNEY’S REPORTS: 

Notice of Executive Session: County Attorney Dennis Davenport stated that there were four items for Executive Session: two 
items involving threatened litigation, one item involving real estate acquisition, and the review of the September 24, 2026, 
Executive Session Minutes. 
 
COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS: None 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

Two items involving threatened litigation, one item involving Real Estate, and the review of the September 24, 2026, Executive 
Session Minutes.  
 
Commissioner Rousseau moved to enter Executive Session. Commissioner Maxwell seconded. The motion passed 3-0. Vice 
Chairman Edward Gibbons and Commissioner Charles Oddo were absent. 
 
The Board recessed into Executive Session at 5:30 p.m. and returned to Official Session at 6:05 p.m. 
 
Return to Official Session and Approval to Sign the Executive Session Affidavit: Commissioner Rousseau moved to return 
to Official Session and for the Chairman to sign the Executive Session Affidavit. Chairman Hearn seconded. The motion passed 
3-0. Vice Chairman Edward Gibbons and Commissioner Charles Oddo were absent. 
 
Approval of the September 24, 2026, Executive Session Minutes: Chairman Hearn moved to approve the September 24, 
2026, Executive Session Minutes. Commissioner Rousseau seconded. The motion passed 3-0. Vice Chairman Edward Gibbons 
and Commissioner Charles Oddo were absent. 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
Commissioner Rousseau moved to adjourn the October 8, 2026, Board of Commissioners meeting. Commissioner Maxwell 
seconded. The motion passed 3-0. Vice Chairman Edward Gibbons and Commissioner Charles Oddo were absent. 
 
The October 8, 2026, Board of Commissioners meeting adjourned at 6:06 p.m. 

 

___________________________________     _________________________ 
Tameca P. Smith, County Clerk       Lee Hearn, Chairman 
 
The foregoing minutes were duly approved at an official meeting of the Board of Commissioners of Fayette County, Georgia, held 

on the 22nd day of October 2026. Attachments are available upon request at the County Clerk’s Office. 
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COUNTY AGENDA REQUEST 

Department: Presenter(s):

Background/History/Details:

Wording for the Agenda:

What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?

If this item requires funding, please describe:

Has this request been considered within the past two years? If so, when?

Is Audio-Visual Equipment Required for this Request?*

Administrator's Approval

Backup Provided with Request?

Approved by Finance

Approved by Purchasing

Reviewed  by Legal

County Clerk's Approval

Staff Notes:

Meeting Date:

* All audio-visual material must be submitted to the County Clerk's Office no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting.  It is also
your department's responsibility to ensure all third-party audio-visual material is submitted at least 48 hours in advance.

Type of Request:

Finance Sheryl Weinmann, CFO

Request to approve an Intergovernmental Agreement between the City of Fayetteville, Fayette County School District, and Fayette 
County for the funding of shared auditing services related to Personal Property Tax including the proposed amended language.

Per the attached Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA), the City of Fayetteville, Fayette County School District, and Fayette County have 
agreed to equally share the cost of auditing services.  

The total FY2027 annual cost for an internal auditor and contracted tax assessor auditing services (Mendola Consulting) is $92,001. 
Each entity shall pay $30,667.  The City of Fayetteville and the Fayette County School District have agreed to reimburse Fayette County 
for their portions of the expenditures. The IGA is for the 2027 fiscal year ending June 30, 2027. 

The County is contracting with Mendola Consulting to independently audit selected businesses to determine whether they have properly 
reported their taxable personal property. Mendola will review financial records, inspect property, identify potentially unreported or 
incorrectly reported assets, calculate the appropriate property value, communicate the findings, prepare supporting reports and 
correspondence, and defend the audit findings if the taxpayer appeals. On-site inspection is only allowed with the authority of the tax 
payer. The Board of Tax Assessors retains the final decision-making authority over the valuation and assessment.  
The City of Fayetteville has requested to amend the IGA to add "The City of Fayetteville will receive expenditure records, as well as all 
auditing records and reports". If approved, staff will amend the IGA to include both the City and School District receive records & reports.

Approval of an Intergovernmental Agreement between the City of Fayetteville, Fayette County School District, and Fayette County for the 
funding of shared auditing services related to Personal Property Tax including the proposed amended language.

The total cost of $92,001 is budgeted in FY2027 in the Tax Assessor's budget with reimbursement from the City of Fayetteville and the 
Fayette County School District.

No

No Yes

Yes

Not Applicable

No

Yes

This agreement is an excellent example of intergovernmental cooperation, and demonstrates how cooperative partnerships among the 
County, City, and School Board can improve operational efficiency while providing enhanced service to the community.

Thursday, October 22, 2026 New Business #11
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT 
Between Fayette County, Georgia, the City of Fayetteville, Georgia, and the Fayette County 

School District for Shared Auditing Services 

 
This Intergovernmental Agreement ("Agreement") is entered into by and among Fayette County, 

Georgia, a political subdivision of the State of Georgia ("County"), City of Fayetteville, Georgia, a 

municipal corporation of the State of Georgia ("City"), and the Fayette County School District, a 

public body corporate and politic organized under the laws of the State of Georgia ("Board"), 

collectively referred to as the "Parties." 

 

RECITALS 

 

WHEREAS, Article IX, Section III, Paragraph I of the Constitution of the State of Georgia authorizes 

counties, municipalities, school districts, and other political subdivisions of the State to contract with 

one another for joint services and the provision of governmental functions; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Parties desire to cooperate in obtaining auditing and oversight services that will 

benefit all three entities; and 

WHEREAS, the Parties desire to share equally the costs associated with an Internal Auditor position 

and contracted Tax Assessor auditing services; and 

WHEREAS, the Parties find that entering into this Agreement promotes efficiency, accountability, and 

responsible stewardship of public resources. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises and covenants contained herein, the 

Parties agree as follows: 

1. Purpose 

The purpose of this Agreement is to establish a cooperative arrangement among the Parties for funding: 

 

1. An Internal Auditor position; and 

2. Contracted Tax Assessor auditing services. 

2. Administration 

The County shall serve as the administrative entity for this Agreement and shall be responsible for: 

 

a. Employing or otherwise administering the Internal Auditor position; 

b. Procuring and administering the contract for Tax Assessor auditing services in accordance 

with applicable laws and policies; 

c. Maintaining records of expenditures related to the services covered by this Agreement; and 

d. Providing documentation of expenditures upon reasonable request by any Party; and 

d.e. Providing audit reports and related records to the City upon request.. 
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3. Cost Sharing 

 

The Parties agree that all costs identified in this Agreement shall be shared equally. 

 

A. Internal Auditor 

 

The annual cost allocated for the Internal Auditor position shall be $42,001.00. 

Each Party shall contribute: 

• Fayette County: $14,000.33 
• City of Fayetteville: $14,000.33 

• Fayette County School District: $14,000.34 

 

B. Contracted Tax Assessor Auditing Services 

 

The annual cost allocated for contracted Tax Assessor auditing services shall be $50,000.00. 

 

Each Party shall contribute: 

 

• Fayette County: $16,666.67 
• City of Fayetteville: $16,666.67 
• Fayette County School District: $16,666.66 

 

C. Total Annual Contributions 

 

The total annual cost under this Agreement shall be $92,001.00.  

 

Each Party's annual contribution shall be: 

 

• Fayette County: $30,667.00 
• City of Fayetteville: $30,667.00 
• Fayette County School District: $30,667.00 

 

4. Payment 

 

The County shall invoice the City and the Board for their respective shares. 

Payments shall be remitted within thirty (30) days of receipt of an invoice unless otherwise agreed by 

the Parties in writing. 

 

5. Budget and Appropriations 

 

The obligations of each Party under this Agreement are subject to the lawful appropriation of funds by 

the governing authority of that Party. Nothing contained herein shall constitute a pledge of future 

revenues beyond those lawfully appropriated. 

 

Page 94 of 150



6. Term 

 

This Agreement shall become effective upon execution by all Parties and shall remain in effect from 

July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027. 

The Parties may renew this Agreement annually upon mutual written agreement. 

 

7. Amendments 

 

This Agreement may be amended only by a written instrument approved and executed by all Parties. 

 

8. Termination 

 

Any Party may withdraw from this Agreement upon providing ninety (90) days written notice to the 

other Parties. The withdrawing Party shall remain responsible for its proportionate share of costs 

incurred through the effective date of withdrawal. 

 

If any Party withdraws, the remaining Parties may continue the Agreement upon mutually agreed terms. 

 

9. Liability 

 

Each Party shall be responsible for the acts and omissions of its own officers, employees, and agents. 

Nothing contained herein shall be construed as a waiver of any governmental immunity, sovereign 

immunity, official immunity, or other protections available under Georgia law. 

 

10. Compliance with Law 

 

The Parties shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws in carrying out their respective 

obligations under this Agreement. 

11. Entire Agreement 

 

This Agreement constitutes the entire understanding among the Parties concerning the matters 

addressed herein and supersedes all prior discussions, negotiations, and understandings. 
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SIGNATURES 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have caused this Agreement to be executed by their duly 

authorized representatives. 

 

FAYETTE COUNTY, GEORGIA 

 

By:   

 

Name:   

 

Title: Chair, Board of Commissioners Date: 

  

Attest:   County Clerk 

 

 

CITY OF FAYETTEVILLE, GEORGIA 

 

By:   

 

Name:   

 

Title: Mayor 

 

Date:   

 

Attest:   City Clerk 

 

FAYETTE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 

By:   

 

Name:   

 

Title: Chair 

 

Date:   

 

Attest:   Superintendent 
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COUNTY AGENDA REQUEST 

Department: Presenter(s):

Background/History/Details:

Wording for the Agenda:

What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?

If this item requires funding, please describe:

Has this request been considered within the past two years? If so, when?

Is Audio-Visual Equipment Required for this Request?*

Administrator's Approval

Backup Provided with Request?

Approved by Finance

Approved by Purchasing

Reviewed  by Legal

County Clerk's Approval

Staff Notes:

Meeting Date:

* All audio-visual material must be submitted to the County Clerk's Office no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting.  It is also
your department's responsibility to ensure all third-party audio-visual material is submitted at least 48 hours in advance.

Type of Request:

Administration Jason Tinsley, Asst. Co. Administrator

Request to approve Resolution 2026-18 to Establish Procedures for the Administration of Design-Build Contracts for Local Transportation 
Projects Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 32-4-74.

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 32-4-74, this resolution provides the legal framework necessary to bundle environmental services, right-of-way 
acquisition, design, and construction into a single contract. By utilizing a best-value evaluation system that weighs both technical merit 
and price, this alternative procurement method allows the County to partner with pre-qualified design-build teams to significantly reduce 
project timelines, minimize road closures, and shift design-error risks away from the County for targeted transportation and SPLOST 
initiatives. 

While design-build offers substantial schedule advantages over traditional bidding, the state statute mandates strict operational guardrails 
that the County must follow. Most notably, the County is legally capped from awarding more than 50% of its total prior-year construction 
volume via design-build, ensuring traditional competitive bidding remains the primary procurement method. Furthermore, state law 
dictates that the awarded joint venture must self-perform at least 30% of the construction work, and despite the bundled contract 
structure, physical construction cannot commence on any portion of a project until all necessary rights-of-way and easements for that 
specific section are fully secured. 

Staff recommends approval.

Approval of Resolution 2026-18 to Establish Procedures for the Administration of Design-Build Contracts for Local Transportation 
Projects Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 32-4-74.

Not applicable.

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Thursday, October 22, 2026 New Business #12
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 STATE OF GEORGIA  

COUNTY OF FAYETTE  

R E S O L U T I O N  

NO. 2026-____  

 

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES FOR THE 

ADMINISTRATION OF DESIGN-BUILD CONTRACTS FOR LOCAL 

TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS PURSUANT TO O.C.G.A. § 32-4-74  

WHEREAS, the Fayette County Board of Commissioners is continuously seeking 

efficient, timely, and cost-effective methods for the delivery of local public road and 

transportation infrastructure projects; and  

WHEREAS, the Georgia General Assembly enacted O.C.G.A. § 32-4-74, which 

expressly authorizes county governments to utilize the design-build contracting method for 

public roads and transportation projects; and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 32-4-74(c), prior to utilizing the design-build 

delivery method, a county must adopt a resolution establishing procedures for the administration 

of design-build contracts, which must include prequalification requirements, public 

advertisement procedures, and criteria for evaluating technical and price proposals; and  

WHEREAS, the Fayette County Board of Commissioners desires to adopt such 

procedures to enable the County to utilize design-build contracting for appropriate future 

projects.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of Fayette 

County, Georgia, in a meeting duly assembled on October __, 2026, that the following Design-
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Build Procedures are hereby adopted:  

 

SECTION 1. AUTHORITY AND APPLICABILITY  

1. The County Administrator, Assistant County Administrator, and Public Works 

personnel are authorized to utilize the design-build delivery method for transportation projects 

that provide a public benefit, including but not limited to, bridges and approaches, buildings, rail 

corridors, and technology deployments, where the project scope is clearly defined and significant 

time or cost savings can be realized.  

2. A design-build contract may combine environmental services, utility relocation, right-

of-way services, design, and construction into a single contract.  

 

SECTION 2. PREQUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS  

1. Fayette County shall require all lead design-build teams, including the primary 

contractor and lead design firm, to be prequalified by the Georgia Department of Transportation 

(GDOT) for the specific classes of work outlined in the project scope.  

2. Alternatively, the County may issue a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) prior to a 

Request for Proposals (RFP) to establish a shortlist of highly qualified respondents based on past 

performance, financial capacity, safety record, and design-build experience.  

 

SECTION 3. PUBLIC ADVERTISEMENT PROCEDURES  

1. All design-build solicitations (RFQs and RFPs) shall be publicly advertised for a 

minimum of thirty (30) days prior to the deadline for submission.  

2. Advertisements shall be posted prominently on the official Fayette County website, the 

Georgia Procurement Registry (GPR), and in the County's legal organ.  
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SECTION 4. EVALUATION CRITERIA FOR PROPOSALS  

1. Design-build proposals shall be evaluated based on a "Best Value" selection process, 

weighing both technical merit and price.  

2. Technical Evaluation (minimum 30% weight): Criteria shall include project 

understanding, proposed design approach, schedule acceleration, maintenance of traffic (MOT) 

plans, and environmental impact mitigation.  

3. Price Proposal (minimum 30% weight): Evaluated based on total guaranteed maximum 

price or lump sum, as specified in the RFP.  

 

SECTION 5. STATUTORY LIMITATIONS AND COMPLIANCE  

1. Volume Cap: Fayette County shall not award more than 50 percent of the total amount 

of construction projects awarded in the previous fiscal year via design-build contracts.  

2. Self-Performance: The awarded design-build firm or joint venture must self-perform a 

minimum of thirty percent (30%) of the total construction project work.  

3. Right-of-Way Readiness: No physical construction activities shall commence on any 

portion of a design-build project until the County has secured the necessary rights-of-way, 

easements, and utility agreements for that specific portion of the project.  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall become effective 

immediately upon its adoption.  

 

 

(SIGNATURES TO FOLLOW ON NEXT PAGE) 
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SO RESOLVED this ______ day of ____________________, 2026. 

 
 
   BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  
   FAYETTE COUNTY 
 

(SEAL) 
By:_____________________________ 
      Lee Hearn, Chairman 

 
 
 
ATTEST:  
 
 
_____________________________ 
Tameca P. Smith, County Clerk 
 
 

 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
County Attorney 
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COUNTY AGENDA REQUEST 

Department: Presenter(s):

Background/History/Details:

Wording for the Agenda:

What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?

If this item requires funding, please describe:

Has this request been considered within the past two years? If so, when?

Is Audio-Visual Equipment Required for this Request?*

Administrator's Approval

Backup Provided with Request?

Approved by Finance

Approved by Purchasing

Reviewed  by Legal

County Clerk's Approval

Staff Notes:

Meeting Date:

* All audio-visual material must be submitted to the County Clerk's Office no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting.  It is also
your department's responsibility to ensure all third-party audio-visual material is submitted at least 48 hours in advance.

Type of Request:

Fire & Emergency Services Jeffrey W. Hill, Fire Chief 

Request to award Bid 27015-A: Fire Station #7 Remodel to Benning Construction in the amount of $69,081.86, and to transfer $9,081.86 
from Capital Project 273AD - Fire Station 6 Remodel to Capital Project 273AE - Fire Station 7 Remodel to complete the project.

Fire Station #7 (located in the Town of Woolsey) remodel project was originally funded at $60,000.  The final awarded quote to conduct 
the work was $69,081.86 which requires an adjustment of $9,081.86. 

Fire Station #6 remodel project was originally funded at $65,000.  The final awarded quote to conduct that work was less than the 
budgeted amount, leaving enough funds available to complete the Station 7 remodel project. 

Approval to award Bid 27015-A: Fire Station #7 Remodel to Benning Construction in the amount of $69,081.86, and to transfer $9,081.86 
from Capital Project 273AD - Fire Station 6 Remodel to Capital Project 273AE - Fire Station 7 Remodel to complete the project.

Capital Project 273AE with transferred funds from Capital Project 273AD

No

No No

Yes

Yes Yes

Thursday, October 22, 2026 New Business #13
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COUNTY AGENDA REQUEST 

Department: Presenter(s):

Background/History/Details:

Wording for the Agenda:

What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?

If this item requires funding, please describe:

Has this request been considered within the past two years? If so, when?

Is Audio-Visual Equipment Required for this Request?*

Administrator's Approval

Backup Provided with Request?

Approved by Finance

Approved by Purchasing

Reviewed  by Legal

County Clerk's Approval

Staff Notes:

Meeting Date:

* All audio-visual material must be submitted to the County Clerk's Office no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting.  It is also
your department's responsibility to ensure all third-party audio-visual material is submitted at least 48 hours in advance.

Type of Request:

Legal County Attorney

Consideration of the approval to present Resolution 2026-19 to change the Board of Elections appointments to staggered terms in a 
Legislative Package to the Georgia General Assembly for consideration at its upcoming session.

If approved Resolution 2026-19 will be presented to the Georgia General Assembly as part of the County's legislative package for 
consideration to amend the enabling legislation of the Board of Commissioners of Fayette County. 

The Board of Commissioners has determined it to be in the best interests of Fayette County and its citizens that the terms of the 
members of the Board of Elections of Fayette County be staggered and that legislation be adopted to revise the terms of the two (2) 
positions on the Board of Elections that were created by House Bill 1557 so that said terms expire on January 31, 2030. 

Approval of Resolution 2026-19 to change the Board of Elections appointments to staggered terms in a Legislative Package to the 
Georgia General Assembly for consideration at its upcoming session.

Not applicable.

Yes 10/23/2025

No Yes

Yes

Not Applicable

No

Yes

Thursday, October 22, 2026 New Business #14
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STATE OF GEORGIA 

FAYETTE COUNTY 

 

RESOLUTION 

NO. 2026-___ 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR FAYETTE 

COUNTY; TO REQUEST THAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FOR THE STATE OF 

GEORGIA PASS LOCAL LEGISLATION REVISING THE TERMS FOR MEMBERS 

OF THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS OF FAYETTE COUNTY; TO PROMOTE THE 

PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for Fayette County (the “County”) is the duly 

elected governing authority for the County; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has the authority to request the General 

Assembly for the State of Georgia to adopt local legislation pertaining to the Board of Elections 

of Fayette County, which was created by local legislation approved on March 24, 1994 (Ga. L. 

1994, p. 3712); and 

WHEREAS, earlier this year, the General Assembly adopted House Bill 1557, which 

increased the number of members of the Board of Elections of Fayette County to five (5) and 

established initial terms for the two (2) new members to end on January 31, 2028; and 

WHEREAS, two (2) of the three (3) positions on the Board of Elections of Fayette 

County that existed prior to the adoption of House Bill 1557 also had terms that are set to end on 

January 31, 2028; and 
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WHEREAS, as a result of the foregoing, the Board of Elections of Fayette County will 

have four (4) positions become vacant on January 31, 2028; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has determined it to be in the best interests of 

Fayette County and its citizens that the terms of the members of the Board of Elections of 

Fayette County be staggered and that legislation be adopted to revise the terms of the two (2) 

positions on the Board of Elections that were created by House Bill 1557 so that said terms 

expire on January 31, 2030; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners also believe that Subsection (e) of Section 2, 

as set out in House Bill 1557, contains language that is in error; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has determined it to be in the best interests of 

Fayette County and its citizens that the language of said Subsection (e) of Section 2, as set out in 

House Bill 1557, be amended to provide that the current member selected by governing authority 

of the county shall have his or her successor selected as provided for in Subsection (c) of Section 

2 rather than Subsection (b) of Section 2; and 

WHEREAS, a draft of the local legislation requested by the Board of Commissioners is 

attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and made a part hereof by this reference. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners for Fayette 

County, Georgia, hereby requests that the General Assembly adopt local legislation amending 

Ga. L. 1994, p. 3712, by removing Subsections (e) and (f) of Section 2, in their entirety, and by 

replacing them with the following: 

(e) Those members of the board serving on the effective date of this section 

shall serve out the terms to which they were appointed.  The current member 

selected by the governing authority of the county shall have his or her successor 
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selected as provided for in subsection (c) of this section. 

(f) The initial fourth and fifth members of the board appointed pursuant to 

this section shall be appointed pursuant to subsection (b) of this section with one 

such member being nominated by each respective political party.  Such members 

shall be appointed to initial terms ending on January 31, 2030. 

 

 SO RESOLVED this ____ day of ________________________, 2026. 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF 

FAYETTE COUNTY, GEORGIA 

 

 

By:_______________________ 

       Lee Hearn, Chairman 

(SEAL)  

 

ATTEST:      

 

 

___________________________ 

Tameca P. Smith, County Clerk 

 

 

 

Approved as to form: 

 

 

___________________________ 

County Attorney 
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FAYETTE COUNTY – BOARD OF ELECTIONS; TERMS OF MEMBERS 

 

No. __ (House Bill No. __) 

 

AN ACT 

To amend an Act to provide for the re-creation of the board of elections for Fayette County, 

approved March 24, 1994 (Ga. L. 1994, p. 3712), as amended, so as to revise the terms of the 

members of the board; to provide for related matters; to provide an effective date; to repeal 

conflicting laws; and for other purposes. 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 

 

SECTION 1. 

An Act to provide for the re-creation of the board of elections for Fayette County, approved 

March 24, 1994 (Ga. L. 1994, p. 3712), as amended, is amended by revising subsections (e) and 

(f) of Section 2 as follows: 

“(e) Those members of the board serving on the effective date of this section 

shall serve out the terms to which they were appointed.  The current member 

selected by the governing authority of the county shall have his or her successor 

selected as provided for in subsection (c) of this section. 

(f) The initial fourth and fifth members of the board appointed pursuant to 

this section shall be appointed pursuant to subsection (b) of this section with one 
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such member being nominated by each respective political party.  Such members 

shall be appointed to initial terms ending on January 31, 2030.” 

 

SECTION 2. 

This Act shall become effective upon its approval by the Governor or upon its becoming law 

without such approval. 

 

SECTION 3. 

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed. 
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COUNTY AGENDA REQUEST 

Department: Presenter(s):

Background/History/Details:

Wording for the Agenda:

What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?

If this item requires funding, please describe:

Has this request been considered within the past two years? If so, when?

Is Audio-Visual Equipment Required for this Request?*

Administrator's Approval

Backup Provided with Request?

Approved by Finance

Approved by Purchasing

Reviewed  by Legal

County Clerk's Approval

Staff Notes:

Meeting Date:

* All audio-visual material must be submitted to the County Clerk's Office no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting.  It is also
your department's responsibility to ensure all third-party audio-visual material is submitted at least 48 hours in advance.

Type of Request:

Legal County Attorney

Consideration of the approval of Resolution 2026-20 requesting the Georgia General Assembly, during its upcoming session, consider 
and enact local legislation amending the Magistrate Court to establish staggered terms.

If approved, Resolution 2026-20 will be presented to the Georgia General Assembly as part of the County's legislative package for 
consideration to amend the enabling legislation of the Board of Commissioners of Fayette County. 

Approval of Resolution 2026-20 to request that the Georgia General Assembly pass local legislation amending the Magistrate Court to 
staggered terms.

Not applicable.

No Thursday, October 23, 2025

No Yes

Yes

Not Applicable

Yes

Yes

Thursday, October 22, 2026 New Business #15
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STATE OF GEORGIA 

FAYETTE COUNTY 

 

RESOLUTION 

NO. 2026-___ 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR FAYETTE 

COUNTY; TO REQUEST THAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FOR THE STATE OF 

GEORGIA PASS LOCAL LEGISLATION ESTABLISHING STAGGERED TERMS FOR 

MAGISTRATES; TO PROMOTE THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, 

AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for Fayette County (the “County”) is the duly 

elected governing authority for the County; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has the authority to request the General 

Assembly for the State of Georgia to adopt local legislation pertaining to the Magistrate Court of 

Fayette County, which was created by local legislation approved on April 1, 1983 (Ga. L. 1983, 

p. 3707), as amended, particularly by an Act approved March 19, 1987 (Ga. L. 1987, p. 4406); 

and 

WHEREAS, currently, all four magistrates of the Magistrate Court of Fayette County are 

serving four (4) year terms that are set to expire on December 31, 2028, with the terms of their 

successors to expire on December 31, 2032; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has determined it to be in the best interests of 

Fayette County and its citizens that the terms of the magistrates for the Magistrate Court of 
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Fayette County be staggered so that two (2) sets of magistrates are elected every other year; and 

WHEREAS, a draft of the local legislation requested by the Board of Commissioners is 

attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and made a part hereof by this reference. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners for Fayette 

County, Georgia, hereby requests that the General Assembly adopt local legislation amending 

Ga. L. 1983, p. 3707, as amended, particularly by Ga. L. 1987, p. 4406, by removing Subsections 

(c) and (d) of Section 2, in their entirety, and by replacing them with the following: 

(c) The magistrates in office for Post 1 (held by Christy A. Dunkelberger) and 

Post 4 (held by David R. Moore until January 31, 2027) on the effective date of 

this subsection shall serve out the terms for which they were elected.  The 

successors of the magistrates in office for Post 1 and Post 4 shall be nominated 

and elected by the voters of Fayette County in the 2028 general nonpartisan 

election for terms beginning on January 1, 2029.  The terms of office for such 

magistrates taking office for Post 1 and Post 4 on January 1, 2029, shall be for 

two years.  The successors of such magistrates taking office for Post 1 and Post 4 

on January 1, 2029, shall be nominated and elected in the 2030 general 

nonpartisan election for terms beginning on January 1, 2031.  Future successors 

shall likewise be elected at the nonpartisan general election quadrennially 

thereafter, for terms of office beginning on the first day of January next following 

their election.  The term of office of any magistrate taking office for Post 1 and 

Post 4 on or after January 1, 2031, shall be for four years beginning on the first 

day of January next following their election.  Vacancies for any reason shall be 

filled by appointment by the chief judge of the Superior Court of Fayette County. 
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(d) The magistrates in office for Post 2 (held by Robert A. Ruppenthal) and 

Post 3 (held by Kathy Brown Valencia) on the effective date of this subsection 

shall serve out the terms for which they were elected.  The successors of the 

magistrates in office for Post 2 and Post 3 shall be nominated and elected by the 

voters of Fayette County in the 2028 general nonpartisan election for terms 

beginning on January 1, 2029.  Future successors shall likewise be elected at the 

nonpartisan general election quadrennially thereafter, for terms of office 

beginning on the first day of January next following their election.  The term of 

office of any magistrate taking office for Post 2 and Post 3 on or after January 1, 

2029, shall be for four years beginning on the first day of January next following 

their election.  Vacancies for any reason shall be filled by appointment by the 

chief judge of the Superior Court of Fayette County. 
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 SO RESOLVED this ____ day of ________________________, 2026. 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF 

FAYETTE COUNTY, GEORGIA 

 

 

By:_______________________ 

       Lee Hearn, Chairman 

(SEAL)  

 

ATTEST:      

 

 

___________________________ 

Tameca P. Smith, County Clerk 

 

 

 

Approved as to form: 

 

 

___________________________ 

County Attorney 
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FAYETTE COUNTY – MAGISTRATE COURT; ELECTIONS 

 

No. __ (House Bill No. __) 

 

AN ACT 

To amend an Act relating to the Magistrate Court of Fayette County, approved April 1, 1983 

(Ga. L. 1983, p. 3707), as amended, particularly by an Act approved March 19, 1987 (Ga. L. 

1987, p. 4406), so as to provide for staggered terms for magistrates; to provide for related 

matters; to provide an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes. 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 

 

SECTION 1. 

An Act relating to the Magistrate Court of Fayette County, approved April 1, 1983 (Ga. L. 1983, 

p. 3707), as amended, particularly by an Act approved March 19, 1987 (Ga. L. 1987, p. 4406), is 

amended by revising subsections (c) and (d) of Section 2 as follows: 

“(c) The magistrates in office for Post 1 (held by Christy A. Dunkelberger) and 

Post 4 (held by David R. Moore until January 31, 2027) on the effective date of 

this subsection shall serve out the terms for which they were elected.  The 

successors of the magistrates in office for Post 1 and Post 4 shall be nominated 

and elected by the voters of Fayette County in the 2028 general nonpartisan 

election for terms beginning on January 1, 2029.  The terms of office for such 

magistrates taking office for Post 1 and Post 4 on January 1, 2029, shall be for 
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two years.  The successors of such magistrates taking office for Post 1 and Post 4 

on January 1, 2029, shall be nominated and elected in the 2030 general 

nonpartisan election for terms beginning on January 1, 2031.  Future successors 

shall likewise be elected at the nonpartisan general election quadrennially 

thereafter, for terms of office beginning on the first day of January next following 

their election.  The term of office of any magistrate taking office for Post 1 and 

Post 4 on or after January 1, 2031, shall be for four years beginning on the first 

day of January next following their election.  Vacancies for any reason shall be 

filled by appointment by the chief judge of the Superior Court of Fayette County. 

(d) The magistrates in office for Post 2 (held by Robert A. Ruppenthal) and 

Post 3 (held by Kathy Brown Valencia) on the effective date of this subsection 

shall serve out the terms for which they were elected.  The successors of the 

magistrates in office for Post 2 and Post 3 shall be nominated and elected by the 

voters of Fayette County in the 2028 general nonpartisan election for terms 

beginning on January 1, 2029.  Future successors shall likewise be elected at the 

nonpartisan general election quadrennially thereafter, for terms of office 

beginning on the first day of January next following their election.  The term of 

office of any magistrate taking office for Post 2 and Post 3 on or after January 1, 

2029, shall be for four years beginning on the first day of January next following 

their election.  Vacancies for any reason shall be filled by appointment by the 

chief judge of the Superior Court of Fayette County.” 
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SECTION 2. 

This Act shall become effective upon its approval by the Governor or upon its becoming law 

without such approval. 

 

SECTION 3. 

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed. 
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COUNTY AGENDA REQUEST 

Department: Presenter(s):

Background/History/Details:

Wording for the Agenda:

What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?

If this item requires funding, please describe:

Has this request been considered within the past two years? If so, when?

Is Audio-Visual Equipment Required for this Request?*

Administrator's Approval

Backup Provided with Request?

Approved by Finance

Approved by Purchasing

Reviewed  by Legal

County Clerk's Approval

Staff Notes:

Meeting Date:

* All audio-visual material must be submitted to the County Clerk's Office no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting.  It is also
your department's responsibility to ensure all third-party audio-visual material is submitted at least 48 hours in advance.

Type of Request:

Legal County Attorney

Consideration of the approval of Resolution 2026-21 requesting the Georgia General Assembly, during its upcoming session, consider 
and enact local legislation amending the Fayette County Board of Commissioners compensation calculations.

If approved, Resolution 2026-21 will be presented to the Georgia General Assembly as part of the County's legislative package for 
consideration to amend the enabling legislation of the Board of Commissioners of Fayette County. 

Approval of Resolution 2026-21 requesting the Georgia General Assembly, during its upcoming session, consider and enact local 
legislation amending the Fayette County Board of Commissioners compensation calculations.

Not applicable.

No Thursday, October 23, 2025

No Yes

Yes

Not Applicable

Yes

Yes

Thursday, October 22, 2026 New Business #16
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STATE OF GEORGIA 

FAYETTE COUNTY 

 

RESOLUTION 

NO. 2026-___ 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR FAYETTE 

COUNTY; TO REQUEST THAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FOR THE STATE OF 

GEORGIA PASS LOCAL LEGISLATION REVISING THE COMPENSATION OF THE 

CHAIRPERSON OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS AND MEMBERS OF THE 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS; TO PROMOTE THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY 

AND WELFARE, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for Fayette County (the “County”) is the duly 

elected governing authority for the County; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has the authority to request the General 

Assembly for the State of Georgia to adopt local legislation pertaining to the Board of 

Commissioners of Fayette County, which was created by local legislation approved on March 9, 

1959 (Ga. L. 1959, p. 2431), as amended, particularly by an Act approved March 30, 1977 (Ga. 

L. 1977, p. 4264), an Act approved March 19, 1987 (Ga. L. 1987, p. 4409), an Act approved 

April 13, 1992 (Ga. L. 1992, p. 6221), and an Act approved April 5, 1993 (Ga. L. 1993, p. 4920); 

and 

WHEREAS, Section 7 of said Act provides for compensation of the chairperson and 

members of the Board of Commissioners of Fayette County; and 
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WHEREAS, currently, said Act provides that the chairperson is to be compensated 

annually in an amount equal to 21 percent of the base state salary of a superior court judge and 

that the other four members of the Board of Commissioners are to be compensated annually in an 

amount equal to 16.5 percent of the base state salary of a superior court judge; and 

WHEREAS, O.C.G.A. § 1-3-12(a) provides that any local law in effect as of July 1, 

2025, that provides for a salary, supplement, or other compensation to be paid to a state, county, 

or local officer, official, or employee based on a percentage of, total compensation for, or similar 

mathematical relationship to any superior court judge’s salary, supplement, or other 

compensation shall be suspended as a matter of law with respect to any increase in the salary, 

supplement, or other compensation paid to a superior court judge during the term of such 

suspension; and 

WHEREAS, as a result of said O.C.G.A. § 1-3-12(a), the provisions of the Act basing 

the compensation for the chairperson and members of the Board of Commissioners on the state 

salary of a superior court judge are no longer applicable; and 

WHEREAS, in addition, the compensation for the chairperson and members of the 

Board of Commissioners is frozen under the current terms of Section 7 of the Act and will not be 

subject to any increase unless the terms of Section 7 of the Act are changed; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners believe that the compensation for the 

chairperson and members of the Board of Commissioners should be increased to better reflect 

the responsibilities and duties placed on the individuals holding such positions; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners respectfully request that the General 

Assembly adopt new language for Section 7 of the Act to set the compensation for the 

chairperson and members of the Board of Commissioners to a fixed amount no longer tied to the 
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base state salary of a superior court judge; and 

WHEREAS, a draft of the local legislation requested by the Board of Commissioners is 

attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and made a part hereof by this reference. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners for Fayette 

County, Georgia, hereby requests that the General Assembly adopt local legislation amending an 

Act approved on March 9, 1959 (Ga. L. 1959, p. 2431), as amended, particularly by an Act 

approved March 30, 1977 (Ga. L. 1977, p. 4264), an Act approved March 19, 1987 (Ga. L. 1987, 

p. 4409), an Act approved April 13, 1992 (Ga. L. 1992, p. 6221), and an Act approved April 5, 

1993 (Ga. L. 1993, p. 4920), by removing Section 7, in its entirety, and by replacing it with the 

following: 

Section 7.  The chairperson of the Board of Commissioners of Fayette County 

shall be compensated annually in an amount equal to $31,645.96, payable in equal 

monthly installments from the funds of Fayette County.  The other four members 

of the board shall each be compensated annually in an amount equal to 

$25,400.40, payable in equal monthly installments from the funds of Fayette 

County. 
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 SO RESOLVED this ____ day of ________________________, 2026. 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF 

FAYETTE COUNTY, GEORGIA 

 

 

By:_______________________ 

       Lee Hearn, Chairman 

(SEAL)  

 

ATTEST:      

 

 

___________________________ 

Tameca P. Smith, County Clerk 

 

 

 

Approved as to form: 

 

 

___________________________ 

County Attorney 
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FAYETTE COUNTY – BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS; COMPENSATION 

 

No. __ (House Bill No. __) 

 

AN ACT 

To amend an Act creating the Board of Commissioners of Fayette County, approved March 9, 

1959 (Ga. L. 1959, p. 2431), as amended, particularly by an Act approved March 30, 1977 (Ga. 

L. 1977, p. 4264), an Act approved March 19, 1987 (Ga. L. 1987, p. 4409), an Act approved 

April 13, 1992 (Ga. L. 1992, p. 6221), and an Act approved April 5, 1993 (Ga. L. 1993, p. 4920), 

so as to change the provision relating to the compensation of the chairperson of the Board of 

Commissioners of Fayette County and members of the Board of Commissioners of Fayette 

County; to provide for related matters; to provide an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; 

and for other purposes. 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 

 

SECTION 1. 

An Act creating the Board of Commissioners of Fayette County, approved March 9, 1959 (Ga. 

L. 1959, p. 2431), as amended, particularly by an Act approved March 30, 1977 (Ga. L. 1977, p. 

4264), an Act approved March 19, 1987 (Ga. L. 1987, p. 4409), an Act approved April 13, 1992 

(Ga. L. 1992, p. 6221), and an Act approved April 5, 1993 (Ga. L. 1993, p. 4920), is amended by 

striking Section 7 in its entirety and inserting it its place a new Section 7 to read as follows: 
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“Section 7.  The chairperson of the Board of Commissioners of Fayette County 

shall be compensated annually in an amount equal to $31,645.96, payable in equal 

monthly installments from the funds of Fayette County.  The other four members 

of the board shall each be compensated annually in an amount equal to 

$25,400.40, payable in equal monthly installments from the funds of Fayette 

County.” 

 

SECTION 2. 

This Act shall become effective on the first day of the month following the month in which it is 

approved by the Governor or in which it becomes law without such approval. 

 

SECTION 3. 

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed. 

Page 138 of 150



COUNTY AGENDA REQUEST 

Department: Presenter(s):

Background/History/Details:

Wording for the Agenda:

What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?

If this item requires funding, please describe:

Has this request been considered within the past two years? If so, when?

Is Audio-Visual Equipment Required for this Request?*

Administrator's Approval

Backup Provided with Request?

Approved by Finance

Approved by Purchasing

Reviewed  by Legal

County Clerk's Approval

Staff Notes:

Meeting Date:

* All audio-visual material must be submitted to the County Clerk's Office no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting.  It is also
your department's responsibility to ensure all third-party audio-visual material is submitted at least 48 hours in advance.

Type of Request:

Legal County Attorney

Consideration of the approval of Resolution 2026-22 requesting the Georgia General Assembly, during its upcoming session, consider 
and enact local legislation regarding regulation of Private Water System.

If approved, Resolution 2026-22 will be presented to the Georgia General Assembly as part of the County's legislative package for 
consideration for the upcoming legislative term. 

Approval of Resolution 2026-22 requesting the Georgia General Assembly, during its upcoming session, consider and enact local 
legislation regarding regulation of Private Water System.

Not applicable.

No Thursday, October 23, 2025

No Yes

Yes

Not Applicable

Yes

Yes

Thursday, October 22, 2026 New Business #17
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STATE OF GEORGIA 

FAYETTE COUNTY 

 

RESOLUTION 

NO. 2026-___ 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR FAYETTE 

COUNTY; TO REQUEST THAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ADOPT LEGISLATION 

TO REGULATE PRIVATE WATER SYSTEMS; TO PROMOTE THE PUBLIC HEALTH, 

SAFETY AND WELFARE, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for Fayette County (the “County”) is the duly 

elected governing authority for the County; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has noted a growing concern both within 

Fayette County and throughout the State of Georgia regarding the lack of regulations for private 

water systems; and 

WHEREAS, multiple private water systems currently exist within Fayette County, and 

the Board of Commissioners has been presented with a number of complaints regarding water 

availability and water pressure with respect to such systems; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners is also aware of concerns about the high rates 

paid by customers of such private water systems, both within Fayette County and throughout the 

State of Georgia; and 

WHEREAS, while the Board of Commissioners and the Fayette County Water System 

have worked with the owners of some of these private water systems to alleviate the issues that 
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have been presented, the Board of Commissioners believes that the lack of regulations on such 

systems has prevented adequate and satisfactory resolution of such issues; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners believes that the issues it has encountered 

with private water systems is a problem experienced by jurisdictions across the State of Georgia 

and, as a result, believes that stronger State-level regulations are the best and most effective way 

to deal with is problem; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners requests that the General Assembly initiate a 

study of private water systems and adopt legislation placing stronger regulations on such 

systems; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners is prepared to provide whatever assistance to 

the General Assembly is required to address this issue, including providing information 

pertaining to its experiences with private water systems in Fayette County. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners for Fayette 

County, Georgia, hereby requests that the General Assembly initiate a study of private water 

systems with the stated purpose of developing regulations on such systems.  It is further resolved 

that the Fayette County Water System and its officials, as well as the County Administrator and 

other relevant County officials, are hereby directed to provide assistance to the General 

Assembly as required to investigate the problems and issues with private water systems 

encountered in Fayette County. 
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 SO RESOLVED this ____ day of ________________________, 2026. 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF 

FAYETTE COUNTY, GEORGIA 

 

 

By:_______________________ 

       Lee Hearn, Chairman 

(SEAL)  

 

ATTEST:      

 

 

___________________________ 

Tameca P. Smith, County Clerk 

 

 

 

Approved as to form: 

 

 

___________________________ 

County Attorney 
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COUNTY AGENDA REQUEST 

Department: Presenter(s):

Background/History/Details:

Wording for the Agenda:

What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?

If this item requires funding, please describe:

Has this request been considered within the past two years? If so, when?

Is Audio-Visual Equipment Required for this Request?*

Administrator's Approval

Backup Provided with Request?

Approved by Finance

Approved by Purchasing

Reviewed  by Legal

County Clerk's Approval

Staff Notes:

Meeting Date:

* All audio-visual material must be submitted to the County Clerk's Office no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting.  It is also
your department's responsibility to ensure all third-party audio-visual material is submitted at least 48 hours in advance.

Type of Request:

Legal County Attorney

Consideration of the approval of Resolution 2026-23 requesting the Georgia General Assembly, during its upcoming session, consider 
and enact local legislation regarding Local Homestead Option Sales Tax (LHOST).

If approved, Resolution 2026-23 will be presented to the Georgia General Assembly as part of the County's legislative package for 
consideration for the upcoming legislative term. 

Approval of Resolution 2026-23 requesting the Georgia General Assembly, during its upcoming session, consider and enact local 
legislation regarding Local Homestead Option Sales Tax (LHOST).

Not applicable.

No Thursday, October 23, 2025

No Yes

Yes

Not Applicable

Yes

Yes

Thursday, October 22, 2026 New Business #18
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STATE OF GEORGIA 

FAYETTE COUNTY 

 

RESOLUTION 

NO. 2026-___ 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR FAYETTE 

COUNTY; TO REQUEST THAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FOR THE STATE OF 

GEORGIA PASS LOCAL LEGISLATION CALLING FOR A REFERENDUM TO 

DETERMINE WHETHER TO IMPOSE A LOCAL HOMESTEAD OPTION SALES TAX 

FOR THE SPECIAL DISTRICT OF FAYETTE COUNTY; TO PROMOTE THE PUBLIC 

HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for Fayette County (the “County”) is the duly 

elected governing authority for the County; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has the authority to request the General 

Assembly for the State of Georgia to adopt local legislation pertaining to conducting a 

referendum to determine whether to impose a Local Homestead Option Sales Tax for Fayette 

County; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has determined it to be in the best interests of 

Fayette County and its citizens that legislation be adopted to conduct a referendum to determine 

whether to impose a Local Homestead Option Sales Tax for Fayette County; and 

WHEREAS, a draft of the local legislation requested by the Board of Commissioners is 

contained within this Resolution. 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners for Fayette 

County, Georgia, hereby requests that the General Assembly adopt local legislation pertaining to 

conducting a referendum to determine whether to impose a Local Homestead Option Sales Tax 

for Fayette County, as follows: 

1. 

(a) As used in this Act, the term: 

(1) “Ad valorem taxes for Fayette County purposes” means all ad valorem taxes 

imposed by the governing authority of Fayette County for all purposes. 

(2) “Homestead property” shall have the same meaning as provided in Code Section 

48-8-109.50 of the O.C.G.A. 

(3) “Local Homestead Option Sales Tax” or “LHOST” means the special sales and 

use tax established under Article 2C of Chapter 8 of Title 48 of the O.C.G.A. 

(4) “Special district of Fayette County” means the special district conterminous with 

Fayette County which was established by Code Section 48-8-109.51 of the O.C.G.A. 

(5) “Local tax official” means the tax official charged with the duty of receiving 

applications for homestead exemptions for Fayette County. 

(b) Each resident of the special district is granted an exemption from ad valorem taxes for 

Fayette County purposes on such person’s homestead property within the special district of 

Fayette County in the amount of the assessed value of such homestead property as is 

determined annually in accordance with Code Section 48-8-109.57 of the O.C.G.A. for the 

special district of Fayette County based upon the net proceeds of the LHOST collected within 

the special district of Fayette County.  The value of such property in excess of such exempted 

amount shall remain subject to taxation. 
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(c) A person shall not receive the homestead exemption granted by subsection (b) of this 

section unless such person or person’s agent files an application with the local tax official 

giving such information relative to receiving such exemption as will enable the local tax 

official to make a determination regarding the initial and continuing eligibility of such person 

for such exemption; provided, however, any person who previously applied for another 

homestead exemption from ad valorem taxes imposed by Fayette County, was allowed such 

homestead exemption for the immediately preceding tax year, and remains eligible for such 

homestead exemption for that same homestead property in the current tax year shall be 

allowed the exemption granted under subsection (b) of this section for that homestead 

without the application otherwise required by this subsection.  The local tax official shall 

provide application forms for the purposes of this subsection. 

(d) The exemption shall be claimed and returned as provided in Code Section 48-5-50.1 of 

the O.C.G.A.  Once granted to a person, the exemption shall be automatically renewed from 

year to year without application so long as the person granted the homestead exemption 

under subsection (b) of this section occupies such residence as a homestead and otherwise 

remains eligible for such exemption.  It shall be the duty of any person granted the 

homestead exemption under subsection (b) of this section to notify the local tax official in the 

event that such person for any reason becomes ineligible for such exemption. 

(e) In accordance with the provisions of subsection (c) of Code Section 48-8-109.52 of the 

O.C.G.A., the exemption granted by subsection (b) of this section: 

(1) Shall not apply to or affect any taxes other than ad valorem taxes for Fayette 

County purposes. 

(2) Shall only apply to those portions of real property located within the special 
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district of Fayette County. 

(3) Shall be in addition to and not in lieu of any other homestead exemption 

applicable to ad valorem taxes for county purposes. 

(4) The exemption granted by subsection (b) of this section shall apply to all taxable 

years beginning on or after January 1, 2028. 

 

2. 

(a)  The election superintendent of Fayette County shall call and conduct an election as 

provided in this section for the purpose of submitting this Act to the electors of Fayette 

County for approval or rejection.  The election superintendent shall conduct that election on 

November 2, 2027, and shall issue the call and conduct that election as provided by general 

law.  The election superintendent shall cause the date and purpose of the election to be 

published once a week for two weeks immediately preceding the date thereof in the official 

organ of Fayette County.  The ballot shall have written or printed thereon the words: 

“(  ) YES Shall the Act be approved which provides a homestead exemption from 

Fayette County ad valorem taxes for county purposes in an amount of the 

(  ) NO assessed value of the homestead property as is determined annually using 

the proceeds of a new 1 percent Local Homestead Option Sales Tax to be 

imposed within the special district of Fayette County for ten (10) years as 

a result of such Act?” 

(b) All persons desiring to vote for approval of the Act shall vote “Yes,” and all persons 

desiring to vote for rejection of the Act shall vote “No.” If more than one-half of the votes 

cast on such question are for approval of the Act, Section 1 of this Act shall become of full 
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force and effect on January 1, 2028.  If the Act is not so approved or if the election is not 

conducted as provided in this section, Section 1 of this Act shall not become effective, and 

this Act shall be automatically repealed on the 365th calendar day following the election date 

provided for in this section.  The expense of such election shall be borne by Fayette County.  

It shall be the election superintendent’s duty to certify the result thereof to the Secretary of 

State. 

(c) The provisions of this section shall be mandatory upon the election superintendent and 

are not intended as directory.  If the election superintendent fails or refuses to comply with 

this section, any elector of Fayette County may apply for a writ of mandamus to compel the 

election superintendent to perform his or her duties under this section.  If the court finds that 

the election superintendent has not complied with this section, the court shall fashion 

appropriate relief requiring the election superintendent to call and conduct such election on 

the date required by this section or on the next date authorized for special elections provided 

for in Code Section 21-2-540 of the O.C.G.A. 

 

3. 

Except as otherwise provided in Section 2 of this Act, this Act shall become effective 

upon its approval by the Governor or upon its becoming law without such approval. 

 

4. 

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed. 
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SO RESOLVED this ____ day of October, 2026. 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF 

FAYETTE COUNTY, GEORGIA 

 

 

By:_______________________ 

       Lee Hearn, Chairman 

(SEAL)  

 

ATTEST:      

 

 

___________________________ 

Tameca P. Smith, County Clerk 

 

 

 

Approved as to form: 

 

 

___________________________ 

County Attorney 
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COUNTY AGENDA REQUEST 

Department: Presenter(s):

Background/History/Details:

Wording for the Agenda:

What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?

If this item requires funding, please describe:

Has this request been considered within the past two years? If so, when?

Is Audio-Visual Equipment Required for this Request?*

Administrator's Approval

Backup Provided with Request?

Approved by Finance

Approved by Purchasing

Reviewed  by Legal

County Clerk's Approval

Staff Notes:

Meeting Date:

* All audio-visual material must be submitted to the County Clerk's Office no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting.  It is also
your department's responsibility to ensure all third-party audio-visual material is submitted at least 48 hours in advance.

Type of Request:

Legal County Attorney

Request to present the following Resolutions in a Legislative Package to the Georgia General Assembly for consideration at its upcoming 
session: (A)Resolution 2026-19;Board of Elections Staggered Terms, (B)Resolution 2026-20;Magistrate Court Staggered Terms, (C)
Resolution 2026-21;Board of Commissioners Compensation, (D)Resolution 2026-22; Regulation of Private Water System and (E)

(E) Resolution 2026-23; Local Homestead Option Sales Tax (LHOST).

The proposed Legislative Package consists of (A) Resolution 2026-19; Board of Elections Staggered Terms, (B) Resolution 2026-20;
Magistrate Court Staggered Terms, (C) Resolution 2026-21; Board of Commissioners Compensation, (D) Resolution 2026-22;  
Regulation of Private Water System and (E) Resolution 2026-23; Local Homestead Option Sales Tax (LHOST). 

Approval to present the following Resolutions in a Legislative Package to the Georgia General Assembly for consideration at its 
upcoming session: (A) Resolution 2026-19; Board of Elections Staggered Terms, (B) Resolution 2026-20; Magistrate Court Staggered 
Terms, (C) Resolution 2026-21; Board of Commissioners Compensation, (D) Resolution 2026-22; Regulation of Private Water System 
and (E) Resolution 2026-23; Local Homestead Option Sales Tax (LHOST).

Not applicable.

No

No Yes

Not Applicable

Not Applicable

Yes

Yes

Thursday, October 22, 2026 New Business #19
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